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NEWS SECTION 
 

FOUNDATION OF TOWNSHIP LAID IN KABUL  

Minister for Rural Rehabilitation and Development engineer Yousaf Pashtun laid foundation of a 

modern residential scheme in Deh Sabz district of this capital city on Thursday. The new residential 

scheme will have 20,000 houses and is part of the extension plan of this central capital. The scheme 

named Deh Sabz is located some 25 kilometres north of Kabul. Addressing the ceremony organised in 

this connection, the minister said construction of the new township would be completed in the coming 

five years.  

 

Homeless people, living in Kabul, would get houses in the new scheme, said the minister. He added 

prices of the houses would range from 18,000 to and 20,000 US dollars and the owners would return the 

amount in 15 to 20 years in installments ranging from 100 to 150 USD per month. He hoped 

construction of the new township would solve residential problems up to a large extent in the capital. He 

said contract of the construction work had been awarded to a private company in the name of Korea - 

Afghan Construction Company. This was the first residential scheme of its kind in the central capital 

Kabul, said the minister, who added more such schemes would be launched in the future. 
 

 
 

 

AFGHAN AND JAPAN SINGED AGREEMENT ON URBAN COOPERATION  

Afghan foreign minister Dr. Rangin Dadfar Spanta signed today in Kabul the Exchange Notes on the 

Program for the improvement of Kabul Road Engineering Center. In this signing ceremony, Mr. Junichi 

Kosuge represented the government of Japan. The program is funded by the government of Japan with 

800 million yen (approximately 6.7 million dollars).Program components include construction and 

renovation of various buildings such as the repair workshop, administrations building and heavy 

machinery parking buildings. The renovated center will serve as the principle technical center of the 

countryôs road administration and maintenance policy.  
 

After Exchange of Notes, Dr. Spanta appreciated the active role Japanôs is playing since the outset of 

Bonn Agreements in Afghanistan and thanked Japanese side for the pledges in the Berlin, Tokyo and 

London conferences. Dr. Spanta viewed the signing of this agreement as another major step towards the 

strengthening of relations between Afghanistan and Japan. At the end of this function, the floor was 

opened to questions from journalists. In a question concerning recent purported comment by the 

UNAMAôs Spokesperson regarding the process of reconciliation, Dr. Spanta asked all member of the 

international community not to overstep the Afghan Government, Afghan constitution and also the UN 

resolutions concerning this issue. He said based on the Afghan constitution those who have not 

committed mass violation of human rights, war crimes and crimes against humanity are welcome to 

participate in the political process of the country.  
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EU MINISTERS APPROVE PLANS TO SET UP AFG POLICE 

TRAINING MISSION  

European Union foreign ministers approved plans on Monday to set up a 230-strong police training 

mission in Afghanistan. The operation could be deployed as early as May, officials said, after planning 

is completed and a commander appointed. The EU ministers said in a statement the mission aims to 

build up "an Afghan police force in local ownership, that respects human rights and operates within the 

framework of the rule of law." EU External Relations Commissioner Benita Ferrero-Waldner said 

Afghanistan's problems "cannot be solved without a stronger government and respect for the rule of 

law." She said the key challenges facing both Western donors and the Afghan government remained 

extending its authority into the provinces "and to stamp out narcotics production that destabilize the 

country politically and economically."  

 

The EU force is meant to bolster NATO troops in Afghanistan in stabilizing the country and spreading 

the rule of law. The United States is also stepping up training for the Afghan security forces. Under the 

EU plan 160 police officers and up to 70 additional legal and judicial experts will be deployed in 

Afghanistan. The mission will be based in Kabul but will also have officers in five regional commands. 

Officials said while the force is not large, it is focused on mentoring top officers and commanders in 

such areas as criminal investigations, border policing and in the training and education of police 

recruits. Ferrero-Waldner said the EU was giving special focus to boosting Afghan justice institutions, 

notably the supreme court, the Attorney General's office and the ministry of justice, which she said are 

all "in urgent need of reform."  

 

She said the country's judicial system was operating with staff who had insufficient training, and were 

badly paid, opening them up to possible corruption. The mission is to cost the EU 40 million (US$52 

million) this year, however it is unclear how long the mission will last. It is expected a current 40-strong 

German police training mission in Kabul will be merged with the EU mission, officials said. Besides 

police training, legal experts will also be sent to help with the selection and training of judges and to set 

up courts across the country. The mission comes as international donors step up aid to Afghanistan amid 

renewed concern that reconstruction efforts are faltering in the wake of Taliban offensives. The EU's 

Commission earlier this month proposed a new 600 million (US$780 million) package for Afghanistan 

to focus on health, justice and rural development over the next four years. 

 
 

UN CONCERNED ABOUT EROSION OF MEDIA FREEDOM IN AFG  

The UN mission in Kabul expressed concern Monday about attempts to curb the media in Afghanistan 

and said truth should not become a victim of the Taliban insurgency. UN representative Tom Koenigs 

noted reports of journalists being intimidated and the forced resignation of the head of national 

broadcaster Radio Television Afghanistan for reasons that were not made clear. Parliament is also 

planning to amend the media law "in a manner that will harm media development in Afghanistan," 

Koenigs said at a media briefing. "It is often said that the first victim of war is the truth. We must 

prevent that from becoming the case in Afghanistan," he said.  

 

The insurgency makes heavy use of propaganda that says the government violates Islamic principles.  

Parliament, dominated by former warlords, is due to revise in the coming weeks a media law decreed by 

President Hamid Karzai two years ago after complaints that the private media has become "unIslamic".  

Koenigs also denounced a move by the lower house of parliament to push through a bill that would 

pardon abuses and war crimes during Afghanistan's years of conflict. "Only the victims can forgive," he 

said. Officials have said the bill runs counter to the constitution and is unlikely to get the upper house 

and presidential approval needed to become law. 
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AFGHANISTAN: EU AID TARGETS JUSTICE SYSTEM  

Foreign ministers from the European Union have approved a new mission to help train Afghan police. 

EU foreign ministers agreed to send about 150 police officers, plus other experts, to Afghanistan to help 

train that country's national police force. The 27 ministers said in a statement today that the mission is 

aimed at furthering respect for human rights and the rule of law and driving police reform at the 

"central, regional, and provincial" levels. EU officials say it could also pave the way for more ambitious 

EU efforts in Afghanistan -- including assistance revamping key legal institutions. Before today's 

meeting, EU External Relations Commissioner Benita Ferrero-Waldner described Afghanistan's current 

legal architecture as inadequate in most respects. Ferrero-Waldner said ahead of today's meeting that the 

police mission is a harbinger of bigger things to come. She said the EU will provide 600 million euros 

($777 million) over the next four years to help fund Afghanistan's public administration, with a 

particular focus on the legal system. "We intend to put a very special focus now on strengthening public 

administration, and also in particular the reform of the key legal institutions," Ferrero-Waldner said.  

 

Focus On Justice  

Ferrero-Waldner said about 40 percent of the funds will be earmarked for reforms in the justice sector.  

The EU has contributed roughly 135 million euros to police reform in Afghanistan since 2002. Most of 

that money has helped pay salaries and train Afghan National Police officers. EU aid to the police will 

continue. But Ferrero-Waldner suggested that police reforms are well entrenched, so Brussels wants to 

more actively support the judiciary and prosecutorial processes. Ferrero-Waldner said Afghanistan's 

justice sector is in urgent need of reform. "All three justice institutions -- that is, the supreme court on 

the one hand, it's the attorney general's office on the other hand, [and] the Ministry of Justice -- they are 

absolutely in urgent need of reform," Ferrero-Waldner said. "And I must say -- let me be blunt -- the 

system is operating with staff who are insufficiently trained or educated -- recruited through a system 

that is not at all transparent -- and who do not operate under very credible mechanisms for [ensuring] 

accountability and discipline."  

 

'Key Challenge' Lies Outside Kabul  

Ferrero-Waldner said that, in the future, the EU will place experts in key Afghan legal institutions to 

help draft a blueprint for what she said will be "major reforms." She said the EU wants to improve the 

quality of the justice system, provide a better recruitment and career structure for judges and public 

prosecutors, and develop a "code of ethics." There will be an accompanying effort to ensure that judges 

and public prosecutors are better paid and to streamline their career structure. Ferrero-Waldner said the 

EU believes the "key challenge" in resolving Afghanistan's problems is extending the central 

government's authority outside Kabul -- that and stamping out the illegal-drugs trade. But she said EU 

assistance will be limited to working directly with Kabul and the central government will remain 

responsible for "spreading out" the rule of law into the provinces. Ferrero-Waldner said this strategy is 

already bearing fruit in northern and northeastern Afghanistan. She cited "good success" in eradicating 

poppy fields in the northeastern province of Nangahar. Officials in Brussels conceded privately that the 

security situation southern Afghanistan remains too dangerous to station EU officials there. 

 
 

AFGHANISTAN BANS POULTRY IMPORTS  

Afghanistan has banned poultry imports to prevent the spread of the deadly H5N1 strain of the bird flu 

virus, an official said on Sunday. The H5N1 strain was found in poultry in at least four provinces in 

2006, leading to the killing of thousands of birds, although there were no human deaths.  

 

Health ministry adviser doctor Abdullah Fahim said, "This decision is part of a precautionary and 

preventive measure." He added that the government was also focussing on public awareness 

programmes about the virus. Afghanistan imports a large amount of poultry, mostly from Pakistan, but 

the ban imposed last week also applies to other countries hit by H5N1, including Britain, Turkey and 

Indonesia. 
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A CELEBRATION FOR AFGHAN'S WORLD -RENOWNED RUGS  

The southeastern U.S city of Atlanta recently hosted an exhibition celebrating Afghanistan's world-

renowned rugs and the part they have played in shaping the nation's heritage and culture. Sponsored by the 

Embassy of Afghanistan in Washington, DC and the U.S. Department of Commerce, the show was designed 

to attract buyers and re-energize the product identity, or "brand," that Afghanistan's rugs have developed 

over centuries. VOA's George Dwyer narrates for producer Tony Budny. It is the most prestigious event of 

its kind in the United States -- Atlanta's annual International Area Rug Market at the city's AmericasMart 

Exposition Center. This year the show featured a major exhibit on the rugs of Afghanistan, sponsored in part 

by the U.S. Department of Commerce. U.S. Deputy Secretary of Commerce David Sampson says, "This 

Afghan rug trade mission is an important part of the Commerce Department's strategy to help develop 

Afghanistan's private sector and increase trade between the U.S. and Afghanistan and we invited them to 

showcase their best products at America's premier rug show." 

 

Sampson says the goal of the exhibit organizers is to encourage better commercial relationships between the 

U.S. and Afghanistan. Trade between the two nations has been seriously weakened by decades of armed 

conflict in Afghanistan. Now there is an effort to turn that around. "We believe that it is possible to build a 

very broad-based export-based economy within Afghanistan and the commitment of the United States and 

certainly the Department of Commerce is long-term to help build this economic recovery." Those sentiments 

were echoed by Afghanistan's Ambassador to the United States Said Tayeb Jawad. "The possibilities for the 

expansion of the Afghan rug market into the U.S. is big as you know. Fortunately there is a lot of good will 

in the United States for Afghanistan, for the Afghan culture. Most of the Afghan products -- including rugs -

- have duty free access to U.S. markets and with your support and assistance we are hopeful to re-establish 

the share of the Afghan market in the United States once again." Sharon Kerwick came to Atlanta as a 

professional appraiser representing potential buyers. She acknowledges there is a lot of work put into 

production. "This is interesting to me as a collector because it is a particular design I have not seen before 

and there is a lot of work involved. Looking closer she adds, "There are quite a few techniques in this 

particular piece. The quality is the full range. AFG wools are fine; sometimes you even find a little silk."  

 

The large turnout at this event helped remind visitors here that, for all the turmoil of recent decades, 

Afghanistan is still among the world's most important producers of handmade ornamental rugs. Growth in 

this market sector offers the promise of growth and stability as a whole for a national transitioning into 

increased participation in the global economy. Mohammad Amin Farhang is Afghanistan's Minister for 

Commerce. He says the country is trying to improve. "This is a very important and critical time. Before, the 

government has control over all markets and trade. But now the country is trying to improve its private 

sector so that people from different areas are encouraged to work together and take this private sector to the 

next level." The exhibit also helped to reinforce the fact that Afghanistan's rugs are a vital part of its national 

identity, and serve as powerful symbols of building on the past to create a better future for the country. 

"President Bush is committed to helping rebuild Afghanistan and achieve great security and prosperity for its 

people and this exhibit is a down payment on that commitment," Sampson said. It is also a colorful reminder 

of the ancient roots of Afghanistan's international trade.  

 

AISA DELEGATION TO ATTEND TRADE EXHIBITION IN INDIA  

Afghanistan will participate in the four-day international conference on trade promotion scheduled to 

begin in the Indian city of Mumbai from February 24. Walid Tamim, an official of the Afghanistan 

Investment Support Agency (AISA), said 150,000 participants from all over the world would attend the 

conference and trade exhibition. He said AISA officials and a delegation comprising local businessmen 

would join the conference on behalf of the government. During the four-day conference, AISA officials 

would discuss ideas with foreign investors and inform them about the investment-friendly environment 

in the country, said the official.   
 

Besides, the Afghan traders would also sign different agreements with other business companies and 

find business partners during the Mumbai conference, he informed. Walid said the Afghan delegation 

would also attend a meeting on promotion of imports and exports. Over one billion US dollars had been 

invested in the country during the previous year, said Omar Zakhelwal, head of AISA. He said holding 

of such conferences would help attract foreign investment in Afghanistan.  
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SAFMA OPENS BRANCH IN AFGHANISTAN  

The South Asia Free Media Association (SAFMA) on Monday formally opened its branch in 

Afghanistan. The branch was opened during the visit of SAFMA's three-member delegation, including 

its India's general secretary Vinod Sharma, SAFMA's Pakistan president Nusrat Javeed and its NWFP 

president Rahimullah Yousafzai, to Kabul. The delegation had arrived here on Saturday. Earlier, 

journalists from about 40 print and electronic media outlets elected Mohammad Halim Fidai as 

president of SAFMA Afghanistan during a gathering held here last night. 

 

President of Afghanistan Independent Journalists Association (AIJA) Rahimullah Samandar was elected 

general secretary of the association. Other office-bearers of the association included: Fatana Gilani, vice 

president, Amanullah Khalilyar, second vice president, Humaira Kawoon and Abdul Zahir, joint 

secretaries. Speaking to Pajhwok Afghan News, Fidai said the step would help Afghan journalists in 

establishing close relations with journalists from the South Asian countries and the world. SAFMA's 

Pakistan president Nusrat Javeed said it would bring Afghanistan closer to the regional and international 

media. SAFMA's India general secretary Vinod Sharma said next meeting of the association would be 

held in April in New Delhi ahead of the meeting of the South Asian Association for Regional 

Cooperation (SAARC) member countries.  

 

He said journalists from member countries should be allowed to visit each others countries without any 

hindrance. A media organisation of the SAARC member countries, SAFMA was established in 1998 in 

Islamabad, capital of Pakistan. It held its first meeting in the same city. The member countries included: 

India, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh, Nepal, Bhutan, Maldives and Afghanistan. 

 
 

INDIA IS AFG'S MOST CHERISHED PARTNER: KARZAI  

India has contributed over $750 million in terms of aid and construction to Afghanistan till now in 

almost every sector, including education and agriculture, and is the country's most cherished partner, 

says Hekmat Karzai, a cousin of Afghan President Hamid Karzai. 'India is the most cherished partner of 

Afghanistan. The relationship between our two countries is only improving,' Karzai, director of the 

Kabul-based Centre for Conflict and Peace Studies, told INEP in an interview. Karzai said that India has 

awarded 500 scholarships for Afghan students.  

'There is very high-level visibility and high-level (bilateral) delegations going back and forth. The 

relations have improved and I think India has been a very positive actor in the region,' said Karzai, who 

was in Brussels to attend a conference on Afghanistan organised by Centre for European Policy Studies, 

a Brussels-based think tank. Commenting on Afghanistan-Pakistan ties, he said Afghanistan is grateful 

for what Pakistan had done during the Soviet invasion or even for Afghan refugees. 'The sad thing is 

that the relationship (between Afghanistan and Pakistan) has not been as fruitful as it could have been.' 

Commenting on media reports of a major Taliban offensive, Karzai, who has served in his country's 

embassy in Washington, said he does not think it will be a serious challenge. 'We will deal with it with 

NATO and the coalition forces and the Afghan national army,' he said. 

 
 

VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN: 300 CASES REGISTERED IN '06  

KABUL, Feb 12 (Pajhwok Afghan News): The Ministry of Women Affairs on Monday announced that 

300 cases of violation of women rights were registered in the country over the previous year. Speaking 

at a news conference here, Qazi Fauzia Amini, head of the women rights department said some 530 

such cases were registered in 2005. However, the ratio had dropped to 300 during 2006. 

 

Those cases included forced marriages, murder, rape, beating, self-immolation and suicides. She said 

decades of war and civil strife, illiteracy, widespread poverty and respect for outdated customs and 

tradition were the main elements responsible for violence against women in the country.  
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HOW ONE COMPANY HAS SPEARHEADED A FAIR TRA DE GARMENT 

INDUSTRY IN AFG  

Created Hundreds of New Jobs, and is Contributing to the Reduction of Chinese and Pakistani Imports  

 
When Tarsian & Blinkley first started out in 2003, many did not believe that its plans to establish large-scale 

garment manufacturing in Afghanistan were viable. There were absolutely no organized garment facilities 

anywhere in the country and the landlocked terrain, lack of reliable power and water, harsh weather conditions, 

corrupt borders, and general lawlessness within Afghanistan made the proposal an even unlikelier one. But 

Nasrullah Rahmati, principal of Tarsian & Blinkley, is a believer. Despite a multiplicity of pitfalls and hazards 

not encountered by most apparel businesses, Tarsian & Blinkley has just achieved a major milestone in the past 

few months ? the opening of a full-scale facility that is now producing thousands of units of goods per month.  

Tarsian & Blinkley first established its reputation as a socially conscious ?ethno-chic? brand, with production in 

Kabul as early as 2002. The Company created jobs for local female artisans while producing editorially 

celebrated fashions for the higher-end export market that were featured in fashion media outlets such as Daily 

Candy, Lucky Magazine, the New York Times Style section, amongst many others. Over time, the Company 

became formally engaged with a local partner, Nasrullah Rahmati, who was a master tailor by training.  

 

Nasrullah?s vision transcended the focus on small volumes of high end goods. He was interested in addressing 

the needs of the local market. In 2005, Tarsian & Blinkley qualified to purchase land within the new USAID-

sponsored industrial park in the Bagrami district of Kabul. There, out of 34 separate lots, Tarsian & Blinkley 

became one of the first facilities to complete construction and initiate work. Why all the hurry? Because the US 

Military, who oversee all the purchasing for the Afghan National Army and Police, was keen to see the 

implementation of its Afghans First Policy. And Nasrullah, who was a master tailor by profession, a former 

mujahed, and patriot in the most traditional Afghan sense, was willing to overcome the massive obstacles of 

setting up a local factory in order to see his countrymen employed. Nasrullah says that his favorite days at the 

factory are Thursdays (paydays). He reaps pleasure from seeing his employees collecting their salaries in a 

country where years of instability have left a shattered economy and minimal constancy in people?s lives.  

 

This past Sunday, February 11th, Tarsian & Blinkley held a particularly special event at its facility ? the 

graduation of 150 local women from a six month tailoring training course conducted by the local non-profit 

Maharat and sponsored by the Canada Fund and GTZ. Maharat, which specializes in tailoring-related vocational 

training, was able to train the majority of these women to acquire marketable skills. And on Saturday, February 

17th, 100 of these women were taken as employees at the Tarsian & Blinkley facility.  

 

There are now 140 male tailors working between two shifts at the facility, as well as 100 women serving as 

tailors, cutters, pressers, and quality control personnel. This is a key milestone in a country where poor legal 

regulation has led to the flooding of the market with inexpensive Chinese goods. The tradition of tailoring and the 

corner tailor shop, one that has been long embedded in Afghanistan, is threatened for the first time in history. It is 

sad but understandable to see the general population has been turning en masse to cheaper Chinese goods. 

However, it is a travesty to see that the apparel goods worn by the national military and police are also made in 

China or Pakistan! Literally hundreds of millions of dollars have been spent on these, only to enrich overseas 

traders and foreign businesses. Tarsian & Blinkley is the first apparel facility of its kind on Afghan soil to directly 

combat this problem. Tarsian & Blinkley provides a healthy, clean work environment with internationally-

accepted fair pay rates pay for its workers. It uses industrial-grade electric machinery and is keen to continually 

refine its processes to become the first truly state-of-the-art apparel manufacturing facility in Afghanistan. The 

intention is not just to produce Tarsian & Blinkley?s in-house womenswear line, but to establish a proper 

contracting facility where overseas businesses can manufacture and tap into the talented labor pool of 

Afghanistan.  

 

COMPANY BACKGROUND  

Tarsian & Blinkley started out as a design company that offers a cultural and economic bridge between socially 

conscious clothing and accessories and the truly fashion forward woman. The label has carved a unique niche for 

itself in the fusion of edgy Western style with age-old Afghan handiwork techniques. With a workshop 

established in Kabul, the company is helping to develop the Afghan economy and to improve the lives of Afghan 

people by tapping into a viable labor pool there. In 2003, the company earned the distinction of Grand Prize 

winner at the Global Social Venture Competition, sponsored by the Goldman Sachs Foundation and the Haas and 

Columbia Business School. 
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AFGHAN ANALYST SAYS AFGHAN -IRAN TIES FRUITFUL  

A leading Afghan analyst has called on the international community to engage with Iran and warned 

that any hostile action against the Islamic Republic would lead to serious consequences for the whole 

region. "Relations with Iran have been fruitful. Iran hasn't conducted any suspicious activities that 

would led us to believe otherwise," Hekmat Karzai, director of the Kabul-based NGO Centre for 

Conflict and Peace Studies told IRNA in an interview in Brussels. "They have engaged Afghanistan and 

the people. They have supported our western province of Herat remarkably. The relation has been 

positive thus far," said Karzai, who was in Brussels to attend a conference on Afghanistan. Hikmet, a 

cousin of Afghan President Hamid Karzai, said he understood Iran's concern over the presence of 

foreign forces in Afghanistan and Iraq.  

But, he said, "I have heard many Afghan government officials say that they will not allow anybody to 

use Afghanistan as a base for operation against any of its neighbors."  

 

He said engaging Iran in dialogue will be much more fruitful than taking hostile acts that will lead to 

serious consequences for the whole region. "I am for engagement with Iran," he stressed. Commenting 

on reports that the Taliban were recruiting and gathering forces for a major spring offensive, Karzai said 

that "whatever their offensive maybe I don't think there will be a strategic serious challenge." "We will 

deal with it particularly with NATO and the coalition forces and the Afghan national army," he said. 

Karzai, who has served as first secretary in the Afghan embassy in Washington in the past, admitted that 

some innocent people have been killed in NATO raids in Afghanistan. "But the reality is that there is 

still very much support for the international community in Afghansitan. They don't want to go back to 

the draconian rule, in particular what was forced upon them before 9/11," Karzai told IRNA.  

 

He said the Afghan people were grateful for what Pakistan had done during the Soviet invasion or even 

for its refugees. "The sad thing is that the (Afghan-Pak) relationship has not been as fruitful as it could 

have been." He said there were allegations of Taliban sanctuaries in Afghanistan. Pakistan has done 

much in the global war against terror and has lost over 700 soldiers, noted Karzai, adding that 

"personally I believe it can do much more in terms of dealing with extremism." 

 
 

AFGHANISTAN VOWS MORE ACTION ON DRUGS  

Afghanistan, the world's leading opium producer, vowed to take "strong action" against the drug and 

said it had made a start by destroying thousands of hectares (acres) of poppy fields this year. Around 

1,500 drug traffickers had been arrested since May 2005 when Afghanistan's first-ever drugs court was 

opened, Deputy Interior Minister General Mohammad Daud Daud said at the opening of a new court 

building. The court has investigated 740 cases and convicted 326 people for offences such as selling or 

transporting opium and heroin, officials said. "The government is serious and we will take strong 

action," Daud said on Monday. "There will be significant reduction." "We have made very important 

progress. At the beginning of 2006 we had not yet started the (eradication) campaign but this year 4,250 

hectares (10,500 acres) of poppy lands have been already destroyed," he said.  

 

However a September 2006 report by Daud's ministry and the United Nations showed that about 14 

percent of the roughly 15,000 hectares of poppy fields eradicated last year had already been destroyed in 

the first two months. About 165,000 hectares of opium were cultivated last year, a 59 percent jump on 

the previous year and a record high, the report showed, despite British- and US-funded programmes 

costing millions of dollars. Afghanistan now produces more than 90 percent of the world's opium. 

Critics say the government is not doing enough to fight its opium trade, which supplies Europe, the 

Middle East and Asia with heroin and supports a Taliban insurgency that is fiercest in the main drug 

production areas. The chief of  investigations in the drugs court said it was aiming for the top levels of 

the drugs trade. "We are continually building intelligence and prosecuting crimes, which will enable us 

to bring down the highest echelons of the drug trafficking networks," Noor Mohammed said. 
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AFGHAN WOMEN GROW TREES TO LIFT THEIR OWN LIVES  

QALAT, Afghanistan (AFP) - Row upon row of saplings stand in the sun in the capital of Afghanistan's 

drought-hit Zabul province where war and poverty have left ancient underground irrigation channels dry and 

the hills bare. These young plants have been weeded and watered and brought to life in this tough terrain by 

some of the poorest women of Qalat who are reaching for more in a harsh world --- at risk to their personal 

safety. Almonds and apricots, cedar and cypress, pine and pistachio: a lot rides on these 203,720 saplings. 

The 90 women who raise them are paid with 61 kilogrammes (134 pounds) of oil, wheat, pulses and salt a 

month as a part of a "food for work" programme on which many Qalat families depend. Their labour also 

earns them lessons in reading and writing, nutrition and health care -- for some the first schooling in their 

lives. When the saplings are ready for planting, half will go to adopt-a-tree and other projects to re-green this 

barren-looking land, perhaps helping to re-establish the almond orchards that are the pride of Zabul.  

The rest will go to the women to seed small businesses selling the trees or their harvest, or just to provide 

their families with fruit and nuts. Inside a new building under the nursery's scraggly pines, row upon row of 

women sit on the floor, facing a teacher. Many have pulled their blue burqas back over their faces because 

there are visitors. Hands and feet are red with henna; children fidget as their mothers recite phrases written 

on the board. It has been a struggle to get these women here. Zabul, like all of southern Afghanistan, is 

deeply conservative and influenced by the extremist Taliban religious movement, whose insurgency keeps 

the nation unstable. "Women of child-bearing age are not allowed to go outside the home, only very old 

women and widows can have some activity," says the province's top women's affairs official, Gulnar 

Rashidi. "If men are willing to let women have social activity, other men criticise them," Rashidi says. When 

the nursery was set up in June 2005, anonymous letters were sent to mosques warning "if they let women go 
to the centre, we will burn their houses, we will not let them live in our villages," Rashidi says.  

Rashidi has also been threatened: she has bodyguards and her husband has implored her to not travel with 

their two children. Her counterpart in Kandahar province was assassinated in September. There was also an 

attempt to allow only men to take part in the nursery. Rashidi fought hard -- and won. But even convincing 

women of the benefits of literacy is challenging in a province where the first girls' school is still at the 

planning stage. "The women of Zabul are completely illiterate -- the educated ones come from other 

provinces," says Rashidi, a medical doctor from the capital, Kabul. "The women don't know the uses and 

benefits of studying because they couldn't know." The lure was the chance of a job in an office to earn a bit 

of cash, she says. Project coordinator Atiqullah Baramzai points to the road outside the compound where a 

suicide blast about four months ago shattered newly installed windows and doors. "The women are very 

brave," he says, blaming the attack on the Taliban. "Sometimes we get threats in the mosque or from men on 

motorbikes who ride past. We feel worried. If the door opens, we worry," says Nasreen, who wears a large 
black shawl.  

Nasreen supervises 80 home-based nurseries run by women who cannot leave their houses because they 

must care for their children -- or because their husbands will not allow them. "People warn me, they threaten 

me, but I still come. Everybody knows the problems but they are coming to earn something and have a better 

future," she says. But 100 women have dropped out because of the insecurity. There are other problems: 

water is in short supply because traditional underground irrigation systems fell into ruin during the past wars 

and there is little rain or snow to feed them. New wells have not been completed. And as the project -- part 

of the UN-backed Green Afghanistan Initiative (GAIN) -- comes into fruition with the first trees ready for 

planting next month, its funding dries up in June.  

 

MORE NORWEGIAN TROOPS TO AFGHANISTAN  

The Government will increase the Norwegian military contingent in Afghanistan. Around 150 

Norwegian special forces will be sent to Kabul. This was confirmed by Defence Minister Minister 

Anne-Grete Stroem-Erichsen Tuesday morning in an interview with NRK, while Foreign Minister Jonas 

Gahr Stoere informed Parliament (Stortinget). The fresh troops will support the state administration and 

other institutions in Kabul. According to NRK, the decision has brought on strong reactions from 

provincial leaders of the government coalition party, the Socialist Left (SV). When NATO last 

requested more troops from Norway for Afghanistan, SV reacted strongly, and the Government ended 

up not sending more troops.  
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U. S. FUNDING CONSTRUCTION OF 100 POSTS ALONG     

AFGHAN -PAK BORDER  

Washington - US president George W. Bush has said that the United States was funding the 

construction of 100 border posts along the Pakistan-Afghan border to provide Pakistan better access to 

this remote region. The US, he said, was also providing Pakistan air support to help fight the terrorists 

operating in the tribal belt. "We've given him (President Musharraf) high-tech equipment to help the 

Pakistani forces locate the terrorists attempting to cross the border. We're funding an air wing, with 

helicopters and fixed-wing aircraft, to give Pakistan better security, better swift response and better 

surveillance," he said on Thursday during a speech at Washingtonôs conservative American Enterprise 

Institute. Bush said the part of US strategy is to help Musharraf defeat the terrorists and extremists who 

operate inside of Pakistan and for that "we're going to work Pakistan and Afghanistan to enhance 

cooperation to defeat what I would call a common enemy."  

 

The US president expressed strong support for his Pakistani counterpart. "People say, well, do you think 

President Musharraf really understands the threat of extremists in his midstô I said, yes, I do. You know 

how I knowô They've tried to kill him," he said. "Al-Qaeda has launched attacks against the president of 

this country. He understands. He also understands that extremists can destabilise countries on the 

border, or destabilise countries from which they launch their attacks. And so he's launched what they 

call a frontier strategy and that is, to find and eliminate the extremists and deliver a better governance 

and economic opportunity." He said that with US support president Musharraf was going to better be 

able to now deal with this problem. Bush said that during his recent visit to Pakistan his defence 

secretary received óa good responseô from Musharraf, óan ally in this war on terror and it's in our interest 

to support him in fighting the extremistsô. Bush recalled that at a dinner he hosted for Musharraf and his 

Afghan counterpart Hamid Karzai on 28 September, he had urged the two leaders to put aside their 

differences and "strategise together" on ways to defeat the common enemy of terrorism.  

 

Bush disclosed that he also met the two leaders privately to discuss shared interests. Despite tensions of 

their history, Bush said, both agreed to share intelligence and expand trade. Bush said he also offered 

economic incentives to the two countries to end their differences, telling their leaders that Afghan and 

Pakistani entrepreneurs could export locally produced products to the United States duty free. "It's a tiny 

contribution for us ó a major contribution for them,ô he added. Bush said he hoped to help Musharraf 

repel Taliban forces that had been holed up in the mountains between the two countries. He announced 

that he was sending additional US troops and funds to Afghanistan to defeat an expected spring assault 

from the Taliban and urged NATO to do more, too. "We'll deploy a replacement force that will sustain 

this increase for the foreseeable," future, said Bush. To buttress the Afghan government against 

expected attacks in the future, he said he was asking Congress for 11.8 billion dollars "to help this 

young democracy survive".  

 

"When our commanders on the ground say to our respective countries `We need additional help', our 

NATO countries must provide it, he told an audience of mainly lawmakers, diplomats and academics.  

Bush also urged some NATO countries to change their policy of not allowing their troops in 

Afghanistanôs combat zones. "Allies must lift restrictions on the forces they do provide so Nato 

commanders have the flexibility they need to defeat the enemy wherever the enemy may make its 

stand," he said. Bush said he had extended the stay of 3,200 US troops now in Afghanistan for four 

months and he would deploy a replacement force for the future as well. Bush said the US and NATO 

would also help increase Afghanistan's security forces -ô doubling the army's size to 70,000 from 32,000 

over the next two years.  

The US president outlined an ambitious plan - from increasing the Afghan security and police forces to 

building the country's rural economy, in an effort - to stabilise the opulation. Among the important 

steps, he said, was helping to rebuild Afghanistan's highway system, and attacking poppy cultivation, 

which he called "a direct threat to a free future", and fight corruption in the courts. 
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PHILANTHROPIST DONATES $75,000 FOR HOSPITAL  

HERAT CITY, Feb 10 (Pajhwok Afghan News): Work on a private hospital funded by a US-based 

Afghan started on Saturday in the western province of Herat. Dr Abdul Hakim Tamana, deputy chief of 

the public health department, said the hospital in Gozra district would have eight wards for patients. It 

will be constructed on about one acre of land.  
 

Mohammad Ibrahim Mujaddidi, an Afghan national based in the United States, will fund the project, 

which will be completed at the cost of $75,000. The hospital will serve 15,000 residents of the area, said 

Tamana.  

Construction of the hospital will be completed in one year. He said expatriates were generously 

contributing in carrying forward welfare projects in the province. Two such clinics had already been 

built in Adraskan and Zindajan districts.  

 
 

CULTURAL EVENTS 
 

THERE IS NO CULTURAL NEWS IN THIS ISSUE.  
 

 
 

KABUL UPDATE 

THE DK GERMAN MEDICAL DIAGNOSTIC CENTER  

                        
          

The DK-German Medical Diagnostic Center is established to provide a high quality medical care for all 

patients. All services are offered according to required German and international quality standards and 

guidelines. To guarantee this quality, we use German medical devices, equipment, diagnostic reagents, 

X-ray films and pharmaceuticals. 

 

The DK-German Medical Center is staffed by German healthcare professionals. Our Staff will ensure 

all patients receive a thorough research treatment that is consistent with contemporary standards. 

Services what is available in the DK:  

- Medical consultations and treatments 

- Medical entrance examinations 

- ECG / Ultrasound 

- Vaccination new! 

- Wound treatments 

- Basic (sub acute) care 

- Radiology w/o contrast medium / dye (IVPé) 

- Wide range of Laboratory tests 

- Pharmacy 
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www.medical-kabul.com        Phone 079ï 913 6211 /  079 ï 913 6210 

Sunday-Thursday : 09:00 ï 17:00 

Friday : closed 

Saturday : 09:00 ï 17:00 
  

NO APPOINTMENT REQUIRED   
 

Please note:  

We require a deposit of AFA 5000 (USD 100 or EUR 80). 

If the total cost of treatment is less, than the deposit, 

we will reimburse the remainder of your deposit.  

Thank you for your understanding. 

 

 

AWANAMA PRODUCTIONS & CONSULTING  

 

Welcome to AwaNama Productions & Consulting! www.awanama.com  
 
We are happy to introduce you to AwaNama Productions & Consulting. A new company that has 
replaced our former media organization, Public and Development Service for Afghanistan (PDSA).  
 
Under the new name, we will continue to fund and support the popular public service radio outlet 
of Good Morning Afghanistan (GMA), manage the development of Peace Radio programming 
content, and run other public information campaigns for government (GOs) and non -government 
organizations (NGOs).  
 
We have now expanded our activities offering services not only in electronic and print media  
but also in consultancy, advertising, design and distribution  spheres. The new name 
allows us to serve you in a more extended and dynamic spectrum where we will use all our 
available resources and skills to bring you highest quality services and cooperate with you in 
fulfilling your objectives.  
 
Please find more information regarding AwaNamaôs services and skills on our website: 
www.awanama.com . The Dari and Pashto versions will follow later.  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.medical-kabul.com/
http://www.awanama.com/
http://www.awanama.com/
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ROYA MATTRESS  

Roya Mattress in Kabul  is pleased to inform you that we have got  new shipments of Woolen Blankets, 

Comforters (Goose Feather fill in) Pillows, Bed Sets.Single and Double wooden beds ,Sleeping Bags 

and more.. Our products comes  from famous companies/brands and are of European Standards and 

our Showroom is very easy to locate next to Dutch Embassy in Share Now .  

Please contact us by email if you are looking for quantity purchases  or hard to find Items & sizes of 

Bedroom Furniture's through our email : mailto:kabulmattress@gmail.com and we will share  additional 

information or visit our Store/Showroom in Kabul Share Now Opp. UN Guesthouse and in Herat in 

Kabul Bank Building. We are also planning to open a new branch in Mazare city soon. 

 

Please share this anouncement with Friends new in Kabul or have planned  to visit Kabul to make their 

stay more comfortable. Roya Mattress Kabul contacts, Phone:  70-283 856 and 020 200 1656 or please 

contact us through above email links. 

 
    

 

mailto:kabulmattress@gmail.com
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PHYSIOTHERAPY  HOME VISIT IN KABUL  

Physiotherapist M-Tariq Iqbal with BSC(4years) University degree in physiotherapy from Iran medical 
university Tehran Providing home visit physiotherapy services for expatriate community in Kabul since 
the year 2003. 
The following treatments are: 
Upper/mid back pains 
Neck pains, Tensions 
Massage 
Disc problems 
Arms/legs symptoms 
Athletic injuries 
Physical fitness trainer 
Muscle spasms 
Contact mobile: 070288351 
Emails:ahi_iqbal@yahoo.com    physiomti@gmail.com 

 

MORNING STAR ENTERPRISES  

Morning Star Enterprises, a business registered in Afghanistan, is located in the capital city of 

Kabul. We offer a variety of services to assist our clients in fulfilling their mission. Some of our 

services are listed below:  

                           
 

MSTAR Leasing and Transport  

Mstar offers vehicles to rent for business or personal use. We provide quality vehicles, professional 

drivers, prompt service, and competitive rates. http://leasing.msent.org 
 

Msent client services 

We are here to provide business, administration, and guest services to help your oganization be 

successful, stay connected, and function smoothly. Visa processing, tax assistance, work permits, 

conference hosting, guest houses, translators, tour services and more. http://services.msent.org 
 

Solar Solutions  

We sell solar lights for use in home, business, security, and outdoor area lighting. continuous,  

dependable lighting that is clean, quiet, and free. Solar Solutions for the 21
st
 century. http://solar.msent.org  

 

United Products  

Purchase adventure gear and clothing as well as unique Afghan handmade iems. Visit our showroom in 

Kote Sangi. http://united.msent.org (coming soon),united@msent.org. Our contact is following. 

Joshua Atkinson 

general manager, morning star enterprises, kabul 

cell:+93.799.598.860, Office:+1.719.219.6802 

joshua@msent.org, www.msent.org, INFO@MSENT.ORG 
 

mailto:physiomti@gmail.com
http://leasing.msent.org/
http://services.msent.org/
http://solar.msent.org/
http://united.msent.org/
mailto:united@msent.org
mailto:joshua@msent.org
http://www.msent.org/
mailto:INFO@MSENT.ORG
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CHELSEA SUPERMARKET  

Chelsea super market is your ideal place for shopping. We have a variety of quality products imported 

directly from Dubai. You can find all your specialty foods,  kitchen items, groceries, and personal 

hygiene products. 

The Afghanistan International Bank AIB has newly installed an ATM cash machine in our supermarket. 

You can always come to Chalsea supermarket for cash. We are located in Shari now near flower & 

Chicken Street. Phone:020-2200991, 070274904, 070-228660.    
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AAA  EUROPEAN FURNIT URE  

OFFICE 
TABLES, CHAIRS, DROWERS, SHALVES, MANAGER SETS, LAMPS, WORKSTATIONS  

HOME  
SHEET SET, QUILT SET, TOWEL, PIQE, PILLOW, SINGLE BED, DOUBLE BED, WARDROBE, 

SIDE TABLE, MAKEUP TABLE, BUNK BED, DINING TABLE, BEDROOM SET, BATHROOM SET 

MATTRASS 

PLASTIC  
DUSTBIN,  STORE PALET, POLYESTER PORTABLE MOVEABLE CABIN TOILET,  

DRESS 
WEDDING DRESS, NIGHT DIRESS, JEWELLERY, UNDERWEAR, PIJAMA for  Man and Woman 

ADD= OPPOSITE OF EMERGENCY HOSPITAL  

SENAMA ZAYNAB STREET SHAR -E NOW KABUL  

Tel=0799 458-465  OR  070  297-102,  E-mail=aaakabul@yahoo.com,  

 
 

LOOKING FOR A FOUR -LEGGED FRIEND IN TIGGER HOUSE?  

 
 

ADOPT A FOUR-LEGGED FRIEND TODAY ---- We have healthy, vaccinated, friendly local cats, 

dogs, kittens and puppies available at no charge to good homes. We also accept any cat or dog, rescued 

or owned, for shelter, care and medical treatment. If you call us, we will pick up the animal where 

you are or where you have found it. We provide all vaccinations, deworming, neutering of males, and 

basic medical treatment for injuries or disease. We are also able to arrange spaying of females. We 

can help arrange to ship your pet or rescued animal to the US or Europe. Visitors are welcome any day. 

Please call us at Tigger House any time at 070 230 482 / 070276658. 

 

mailto:E-mail=aaakabul@yahoo.com
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RESTAURANTS & GUEST HOUSES 
 

BõS PLACE GUEST HOUSE & RESTAURANT   

 

Å Rooms , Work space, Free Internet ,Breakfast  & Laundry . 
Å Restaurant ,Wood  fire Pizza, Italian, Mexican, Asian Food. 
Å Free Food Delivery all over Kabul. 
Å 24 Hours open Bar ,Your Favorite Music. 
Å Thursday Nights Party, Free Food & One Free Drink. 
Å Nice Garden, Big Hall for  all Kinds of Parties & Meetings. 
Å Secure High Walls, Security Guards Outside &  Parking Area Inside. 
Å We Provide food for all kinds of Parties, Get one of our Delivery Menus. 
Å Order 3 Large Pizzas Get One Free 

                                                                    Order Now 
Call us: @ 070276416  /  070283968 
Email: bs_place_rg@yahoo.com   /   Nasruddinfakhry@yahoo.com 

 

 

   

mailto:bs_place_rg@yahoo.com
mailto:Nasruddinfakhry@yahoo.com
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Welcome to Kabul Maple Leaf Inn 

Maple Leaf Inn offers 

hospitality, comfort and peace of 

mind to those seeking a friendly 

and safe place to stay while away 

from home. Our beautifully 

appointed rooms (suite, deluxe 

and standard) are available on a 

daily, weekly and monthly basis. 

Each room comes with Air-

Conditioning, Full Bathroom, 

Cable Television, Telephone, 

Coffee-Maker, Mini-Bar and etc. 

All service, such as room and 

laundry services are also 

available 24-hours a day, as are 

our efficient team of concierge 

and room attendants.  

 

 

For reservations and general 

information please call: 0093-

(0)-799-321-401, 0093-(0) 70-

203-412 or e-mail: 

mapleleafinnkabul@yahoo.ca 

 

Haji Yaqoob Square, Street # 3 

on the left, Shahr-e- Naw Kabul-

Afghanistan. 

Features and Services: 
 

X Hotel.  
X Restaurant. 

X Coffee Shop. 

X Meeting & Conference. 

Rooms. 

X Business Center. 

X Tennis Courts.  

X Swimming Pool. 

X GYM. 

X Pool Table.  

X Entertainment. 

X Handicap Accessible 

Facilities. 

X And additional 

Services/Facilities are 

available to ensure 

your satisfaction with 

us.   
 
We invite you to visit and stay 

at our secure and comfy 

environment. 

Maple Leaf Inn operates 24 

hours a day and 7 days a week 

 

Enjoy your stay in Afghanistan 

 

 

mailto:mapleleafinnkabul@yahoo.ca

