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NEWS SECTION 
 

AFGHANISTAN SEES 12 PCT GROWTH DESPITE INSURGENCY  

Afghanistan's economy will grow by up to 12 percent this year despite the renewed insurgency by Taliban 
guerrillas against U.S.-backed government forces, the country's finance minister said on Monday. Anwar ul-Haq 
Ahadi said President Hamid Karzai's Western-backed government was making progress in increasing revenues 
and attracting foreign investments, but he urged donors to continue aid flows to ensure the gains can be 
maintained. "Our forecast for growth in this financial year is 11 to 12 percent. Last year it slowed to 8 percent 
because of drought," Ahadi told a conference at Washington's Brookings Institute.  

Tax receipts would grow by 30 percent next year to over $715 million, he said, adding it was hoped foreign 
investment flows could match last year's $1 billion. Karzai's government has struggled to reconstruct a country 
torn by three decades of conflict despite billions of dollars pumped in by donors. Per capita income is just $360 a 
year. The economy's prospects are also being blighted by renewed insurgency-- the past year has been the 
bloodiest since the Taliban regime was ousted in 2001. Several hundred civilians, scores of Taliban, dozens of 
Afghan forces, and more than 30 U.S.-led troops have died in the fighting so far this year.  

Some analysts say the root of the problem may lie in public disillusionment with foreign troops and failure to see 
billions of dollars in aid turned into proper reconstruction. Kabul has in the past blamed Pakistan for sheltering the 
insurgents. "The insurgency is politically motivated. Without mentioning names, I can say it does have 
international support and support from drugs money." Ahadi said, adding he preferred not to comment on politics 
and foreign affairs. "Clearly, the insurgency is impacting people's lives and economic activity, but the insurgents 
don't have popular support," he said, asking the international community to raise pressure on "other countries in 
the region to cooperate and perceive the situation as a threat to their own security."  

Another source of conflict is opium; Afghanistan is the world's largest opium producer. The narcotics trade is 
worth $2.8 billion to Afghanistan or 27 percent of gross domestic product, though Ahadi said this is down from 35 
percent to 40 percent a few years ago. He acknowledged, however, it was an uphill task as poppy cultivation 
provides a livelihood to 2 million farmers in a country where unemployment is estimated as high as 40 percent. 
"There is an alternative livelihood program but this is just $200 million and most of it goes on security," he said, 
adding that the amount needs to be stepped up. Ahadi urged foreign donors to keep up aid flows and asked that 
more of this money be channeled through the state budget. He said also that too much of the aid money was 
being spent on security rather than economic development. "There is still enormous need for international 
assistance in Afghanistan," he said. "Premature disengagement will lead to previous investments being wasted." 

 
 

AFGHAN GOLD TREASURES TO GO ON DISPLAY IN TURIN ON MAY 25  

ROME: An exhibit featuring 2,000-year-old Afghan gold treasure is scheduled to open in Turin on May 25, 
organizers said Friday. About 220 Afghan pieces of gold and jewelry, including bracelets and rings encrusted with 
turquoise, garnets and lapis lazuli as well as many pieces of Bactrian gold, as it is known, will go on display at 
Turin's Antiquities Museum through Sept. 23. Also on display will be a dagger topped with fearsome beasts, a 
chain-link belt and even gold shoe soles. The exhibit showcases AFG's rich history and its place as a crossroads 
on the Silk Road, where it infused artistic influences from Greek to Chinese to Indian and Middle Eastern. 
 
In 2001, the hard-line Taliban regime destroyed much of Afghanistan's pre-Islamic art in the belief that it was 
idolatrous or offensive to Islam. The rampage culminated with the dynamiting of two giant Buddhas carved into 
the side of a cliff. The treasure, and a host of other masterpieces from the Afghan National Museum, were saved 
by a group of Afghans who kept them hidden underground during troubled times at great personal risk. The 
exhibit, which opened in Paris in December, will tour Bonn, Germany; Amsterdam, the Netherlands; the United 
States and Japan. 
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AGRICULTURE EXHIBITION BEING ORGANISED IN KABUL  

The Ministry of Agriculture, Irrigation and Livestock is going to organise a two-day agriculture exhibition on April 
23 in this capital city. More than 85 local and international companies are expected to participate in the exhibition, 
aimed to promote the country's agriculture products and find a suitable market for it in the outside world. The 
United States Agency for International Development (USAID) and the Afghanistan International Chamber of 
Commerce (AICC) will sponsor the exhibition. Obaidullah Ramin, Minister for Agriculture, Irrigation and Livestock, 
told journalists on Wednesday that the event would help promote the country's agri products. He said companies 
manufacturing agricultural tools and fertilizers, process agri products as well as animal farm owners had been 
invited to attend the exhibition.  
 
The minister said the exhibition would be held in the Badambagh area, located north of Kabul. He said there were 
200 kiosks in the area chosen for the exhibition and the number would be increased to 500.  
Hamidullah Farooqi, operational head of the AICC, told the news conference that the country's agri sector was 
faced with numerous problems, like lack of proper irrigation system and water, conflicts among people on 
ownership of land and less investment in the field. Farooqi believed the display would help promote agri products 
as well as address some basic problems faced by the cultivators. The exhibition will also include dance and 
music shows and other entertainment programmes. Only invitees would attend the event on the first day; 
however, it will be open for all on the second day, officials said. 

 

 

AFGHANISTAN STARTS TO BUIL D NATIONAL INFORMATION HIGHWAY  

As another symbol of development in volatile Afghanistan, the Afghan national optical fiber cable network, also 
called by many as "the national information highway, " broke ground on Sunday. The 3131-km network costs 64 
million U.S. dollars and would be built by a leading Chinese communications company ZTE, said a Chinese 
engineer Zeng Guangming from the ZTE. The network would connect most Afghan provinces as well as 
Afghanistan's four neighboring countries including Pakistan, Iran, Uzbekistan and Turkmenistan, he said. At an 
opening ceremony on the outskirts of Afghan capital Kabul, First Vice-president of Afghanistan Ahmad Zia 
Massoud said the network would provide cheap, good communication and Internet service, benefiting both the 
Afghan people and government.  
 
"The project would help boost the Afghan economy and facilitate Afghans' daily lives. The Chinese government 
would continue to support Chinese companies in actively joining this country's reconstruction," said Chinese 
Ambassador to Afghanistan Yang Houlan. The network would be built with 70 transfer sites, and could provide 
audio, video and data transfer service. The network, to be built in 26 months, would boast the biggest information 
transfer capacity in this country after completion, he added. After the Taliban regime's collapse in late 2001, AFG 
has witnessed great progress in communication and internet industry as over 2 million Afghans out of the whole 
31 million population have become mobile phone subscribers and many have had access to Internet. 

 
 

GOVT ASKED TO MAKE PRIVATE SECTOR ENGINE OF GROWTH  

WASHINGTON - The Afghan American Chamber of Commerce has urged the Bush administration and Karzai 
government to create a "conducive atmosphere" for private sector to become "engine of growth" in Afghanistan. 
An apex body of American corporate entities doing businesses in Afghanistan, the chamber said its members 
were ready to invest in Afghanistan in a big way in projects that could create thousands of jobs, but they needed 
certain basic criteria to be met. At a press conference, the chamber's president and CEO Atiq Panjshiri, and its 
chairman Ajmal A. Ghani, demanded that the Afghan government should focus on measures to curb corruption in 
the administration, provide better governance and create better security environment.  
 
 
"It is because of these factors that despite Afghanistan having a liberal investment policy, businessmen are not 
willing to invest in the country," Ghani said. The press conference was also addressed by Assad Mattin, its 
executive vice-president. From the United States, the chamber demanded more availability of credit and that 
more and more infrastructure projects be handed over to the private sector. Panjshiri said it is time that the 
Congress allocates more funds for the development sector. "So far very little is being given to the development 
sector," he said. 
Panjshiri said several programmes like Alternative Livelihood Programme, which has not had much of an impact, 
should be scrapped. "We need a strong private sector, which can create a massive employment. We are ready 
for that, but give us some positive atmosphere," he said. Ghani said more infrastructure projects be carried out 
through the private sector. Chamber officials said the situation on the security front had deteriorated over the past 
couple of months and this was now coming as a major deterrent for private sector to make investment in the 
country. 
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TOLO TV COMMENCES OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS AGAINST MR ABDUL 

JABAR SABET, ATTORNEY GENERAL OF AFGHANISTAN  

On 19 April 2006, Tolo TV started official proceedings against the Attorney General of Afghanistan, Abdul Jabar 
Sabet, through a formal complaint to the Supreme Court of Afghanistan. The complaint identifies at least 11 
potential breaches of the law by Mr Sabet, his deputies, the Commander of District 10 Polices and his deputies 
and possibly even the Ministry of Interior, relating to the illegal raid and detention of Tolo TV staff on the night of 
17 April 2007. The potential crimes are of the utmost seriousness and directly affect issue of rule of law and 
sustainability of democracy in Afghanistan, especially given that they may be perpetrated by a person holding the 
highest operational legal position in Afghanistan. Among the demands of Tolo TV, include:  

- The immediate suspension of Mr Sabet and his co-workers implicated in the incident, including the Commander 
of District 10 Police pending the finalisation of investigations referred to below  

- The confiscation of the passports of all those referred to above who have foreign passports, including Mr Sabet, 
and barring their exit from the country pending finalisation of the investigations below (the confiscation of 
passport and preventing these parties from leaving Afghanistan must be through a Court order)  

- A full and comprehensive investigation of all those responsible for the events of 17 April 2007, including Mr 
Sabet, his deputies and advisors, the Commander of District 10 Police and his deputies. The investigation has to 
be carried out in a transparent manner by a person who is duly qualified and does not have a conflict of interest.  

- Compensation for defamatory comments and libellous action, and general damages.  

The Supreme Court has indicated that they take the complaints of Tolo TV extremely seriously and will take 
whatever action is required by law. The above complaints are from Tolo TV and do not preclude individual staff of 
Tolo TV launching their own separate legal proceedings. Tolo TV is especially concerned about the possible flight 
of Mr Abdul Jabar Sabet from the jurisdiction, especially given his Canadian passport, and demands all 
appropriate action be taken by Government authorities to prevent this happening until after all investigations are 
complete.  
 

Media contact:  
Dari/Pashto:  +93 799 61 72 83,  English+93 799 44 55 66, +93 799 44 55 55  
 

 

RUSSIA TO WRITE OFF $10.5B AFGHAN DEBT  

Russia is expected to waive off $10.5 billion of the total of $11.2 billion Afghan debt, Finance Minister Anwarul 
Haq Ahady has said. "They (Russia) would hopefully written off $10.5 billion of the $11.2 billion of the debt," 
Ahady told reporters after addressing at the Brookings Institutions. "The remaining amount is subject to the HIBC 
programme, which would be completed in two to three years time," he said. Ahady said the agreement between 
the two countries was expected to be signed next month. He said the agreement was almost ready, except for 
the differences between the two countries on the language of the last two sentences of the last paragraph. He, 
however, did not elaborate on the nature of differences.  
 
Ahady said his government was expecting a lot more foreign direct investment in the coming years. "Once we 
finish our infrastructure projects and improve the security situation, then, I believe our liberal investment policy 
would attract a large foreign investment." Telecommunications, construction and housing had received quite a bit 
foreign investment, he said. Given the large scale unemployment in the country, Ahady said, the government was 
now considering taking up mega projects which would create employment in thousands.  
 
Giving an example of one of such projects, being explored by his ministry, was the potential of land reclamation in 
the north. "There is one project that we can have 500,000 hectares of land and that would be more than enough 
for more than 100,000 to 150,000 families to get jobs. The Afghan government is thinking of taking up this project 
and when it is developed, we can privatise it," he said. On developmental assistance from Iran, he said, 
Afghanistan had decided not to borrow $250 million as debt offered by its neighbour. However, it has used almost 
entire of the $250 million as aid from Iran, he said. 
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KHWAF -HERAT RAILWAY TO CONN ECT AFGHANISTAN TO PAKISTAN  

Afghan Foreign Minister Rangin Dadfar Spanta said on Sunday that the executive operations of Khwaf-Herat 
railway project, which is highly important to his country, started last year. He made the remark at a press 
conference in Kabul during which he briefed the media on his last week's three-day visit to Iran. "Once this 
railway project is implemented, northern and southern parts of Afghanistan will be connected to Pakistan. 
Besides railway lines inside the country will also expand," he said. Turning to President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad's 
upcoming visit to Kabul, he said that in addition to participation in the reconstruction of Afghanistan, Iran supports 
attempts to promote peace and stability in his country.  
 
In response to the question whether his visit to Iran was connected to formation of Afghanistan's National Front in 
the current month, he said that Iran supports the elected Afghan government. "Given that establishment of 
political groups and parties are required to promote and strengthen democracy, the government supports such 
institutions," he added. Concerning scholarships granted by Iran to Afghan students, he said that 1,500 
scholarships have been provided, adding that a number of Afghan youth applying for them have been introduced 
to make use of them. On the establishment of Khajeh Abdollah Ansari University in Herat by Iran, he said that it 
will be a private higher education institute. "Once preliminary administrative affairs are completed, the project will 
get underway during the upcoming visit of President Ahmadinejad to Afghanistan," he added. 

 

AS SNOWS MELT, AFGHAN HOPES RISE FOR BUDDHA STATUE  

BAMIYAN, Afghanistan (Reuters) - Snows are melting in central Afghanistan and roads to the town of Bamiyan 
have reopened after unseasonal rain -- and work on restoring the giant Buddha statues destroyed by the Taliban 
can resume. Piles of stone and rubble lie below two gaping niches in the red-brown cliff facing the town where the 
6th-century statues had stood until the Taliban used dozens of explosive charges to bring them down in 2001, 
branding them un-Islamic. The larger, identified chunks of stone from the standing Buddhas have been stored or 
tied down under white tarpaulin, but thousands of fragments and rubble lie in the open. "It's impossible to work 
here for at least six months of the year," says Bamiyan Governor Habiba Sarabi. "We hope work will resume by 
June."  
 
She says reconstruction of at least one of the statues, the larger one which stood 174 feet tall, will begin after a 
formal request from the federal government to UNESCO. Reconstructed bits of the statue will be mixed with clay 
in a process called anastylosis and slowly pieced together and bonded back onto the cliff face. It's an immense 
task -- some of the chunks of stone weigh tons, a lot of the statue has been reduced to unidentifiable rubble, and 
experts are divided on whether reconstruction is feasible or even necessary. There are mines in the area, and a 
demining team has been clearing the site, but its work is still not complete, local officials say. Hundreds of poor 
people live in a honeycomb of caves on the cliffside, and preventing encroachment into the World Heritage Site is 
a key issue. In the past two years, work has focused on recovering pieces of the statue and shoring up the face 
of the cliff to prevent more collapses.  
 
Now, preliminary estimates of the cost to rebuild the larger statue are around $50 million, and it's debatable 
whether that sum can be better used elsewhere in the war-ravaged and impoverished nation. And no plans have 
yet been made on what to do with the smaller of the demolished statues, which stood at 115 feet. Whenever work 
starts, it will take years -- perhaps a decade -- to complete. "It's a very delicate task," says Sarabi. "It won't 
happen very soon, there are at least 3,000 pieces of the larger Buddha and 1,500 from the smaller one." Other 
plans are also proceeding apace to make the town a major tourist destination. Work should begin this year to 
build an all-weather asphalt road from Kabul to Bamiyan -- now a bone-jolting eight-hour, 225-km (140-mile) drive 
mostly over a rough boulder-strewn track that snakes up the Gorband River valley, crosses the Shibar Pass at 
About 10,000 feet and then descends to Bamiyan.  
 
The proposed new road will take another route into Bamiyan, through the Hajigak Pass, currently another stone 
track snowbound until June. Excavation is also going on in the area behind the Bamiyan cliff, and some experts 
believe they can uncover a third, prone statue of the Buddha, which could be as long as 300 feet. "Everything is a 
slow process, there are only a few months when work is possible and there don't seem to be enough experts for 
the amount of work to be done," says Abdul Wakeel Ahmadzai, the Bamiyan minister for culture and tourism. But 
there is no doubt it needs to be done, he says, even if the statues are of Buddha and Afghanistan is now almost 
wholly Muslim. And though Ahmadzai is a Sunni Pashtun, like most of the Taliban, he is at home in Bamiyan, 
peopled by the mostly Shi'ite Hazaras. "What we have to do is clear to everyone," he said, standing on a hill 
opposite Bamiyan, as dusk fell. At night, the cliff-face is bathed in a dim reddish-orange glow, while surrounding 
hills are covered in darkness. "The Taliban destroyed a golden symbol of Afghanistan." 
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AFGHAN -AMERICAN SISTERS LAUNCH NEW LABEL AT STANDING  

 ROOMONLY D.C. EVENT  

 
Washington, D.C.-  On Thursday, March 29th 2007,  the first Afghanistan collection of handcrafted jewelry, 
home décor, and accessories was launched at Pangea Artisan Market & Café at IFC by Artizan Sarai, a unique 
online boutique for stylish and socially conscious consumers. The event drew an audience of over 200 people, 
many who were turned away at the door because of over capacity,  who were interested in purchasing the labelôs 
highly anticipated collection of handcrafted jewelry, embroidered home décor, and exquisite fashionaccessories. 
Created by four Afghan-American sisters Alina Atash, Mariam A. Nawabi, Samira Atash, and Zohra Atash, 
Artizan Sarai blends inspiration from the ancient Silk Road and tempts global trendsetters with its original 
selection of contemporary and stylish products. The sisters, with career backgrounds in interior design, law, 
fashion design, and journalism, returned to Afghanistan three years ago, the first time since they left as children 
before the Soviet invasion.  
     
Upon their return, they were affected by the poor living conditions and decided the best way to help was to create 
sustainable jobs for Afghans, who they see as willing, hard-working, and hopeful despite years of war, turmoil and 
oppression.   They decided to create a home décor and accessories label that would elevate the image of 
Afghan-made products. For two years, they worked and trained artisans on design, proper finishing and quality 
control standards so that the products could compete on an international level. ñI am weary of Afghans being 
viewed as burqa-wearing, anti-American terrorists.  Itôs a stereotype that needs to be changed. Afghans have a 
proud and rich history and should be respected for their talents, culture, and art. The hand embroidery, 
engraving, and craftsmanship that can be found there are some of the best in the world. Artizan Sarai will 
showcase this and bring Afghan products to a new levelò, states Samira Atash, fashion designer, co-founder and 
Creative Director. 
 
Artizan Saraiôs mission is to create opportunities for artisans in economically disadvantaged areas of the world, 
primarily Afghanistan, and to bridge cultures through artistic expression. The label strives to generate a strong 
U.S. consumer response that will drive positive change for artisans in Afghanistan. Mariam A. Nawabi, co-
founder, attorney and guest speaker noted: ñThere is a direct link between poverty and conflict and in order to win 
the peace in Afghanistan, we need to provide opportunities for the Afghan people. Americans can positively 
impact the lives of Afghan artisans through their purchasing power and bring hope to their future.ò Artizan Saraiôs 
official launch at Pangea Market was standing room only and offered sophisticated guests the opportunity to 
hear, taste and purchase a piece of Afghanistan's rich cultural heritage.  
 
As part of the event, live traditional Afghan music was performed and delicious Afghan hors d'oeuvres served.  
Artizan Sarai products were purchased by high official guests from the State Department, World Bank, Capitol 
Hill, and more, as store operators quickly restocked the popular merchandise. Interior designer and co-founder 
Alina Atash, states,  "We are proud that our launch was a huge success.  There collection reflects Afghanistanôs 
cultural legacy and marks Artizan Sarai's breakthrough into the U.S. marketðone that craves the rare and 
exclusive styles being cultivated in exotic locations.ò  

 

HOLLAND PLEDGES 2.4M EUROS  

The government of Holland will provide 2.4 million euros for education projects in Uruzgan and Daikundi 
provinces. In this connection, an agreement was signed by Dutch ambassador to Afghanistan Wilfred TH Mohr 
and the Minister for Education Mohammad Hanif Atmar here on Saturday. Under the agreement, 70 new schools 
will be constructed besides spending a portion of the assistance to improve quality of education in the provinces. 
The projects will be completed in the coming six months. 
 
Atmar thanked the Dutch government for the assistance. He said the country's education sector was in dire need 
of more help to improve the quality of education. The Dutch ambassador said that the two provinces, Uruzgan 
and Daikundi, were backward and needed more assistance, especially in the education sector.  He said his 
country would provide another 4.5 million euros after the successful completion of the current projects. 
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US EYES AFGHAN TO REPLACE BANK BOSS  

THE future of World Bank president Paul Wolfowitz was in further jeopardy yesterday after it emerged the White 
House was drawing up a list of candidates to succeed him. The most prominent potential replacement is Ashraf 
Ghani, credited with overhauling the economy of Afghanistan after the September 11, 2001, attacks on the US. 
Such an appointment would mark the first time a non-American has held the position in the 60-year history of the 
global bank. Senior officials in the US administration have noted that the White House is softening its support for 
Mr Wolfowitz, President George W.Bush's former deputy defence secretary.  
 
They pointed yesterday to the silence of the Treasury Department and Henry Paulson, the Treasury secretary, as 
a sign of the administration's attempt to distance itself from the man it parachuted into the job in 2005. Mr 
Wolfowitz appeared yesterday before a meeting of the World Bank's 24-nation board, which is investigating 
whether he broke rules in arranging a high-paying job for his lover, Shaha Riza, in 2005. The meeting of the 
executive board is continuing, but the pressure on Mr Wolfowitz is being felt in the bank.  
"People feel paralysed," one official told The New York Times. "No one is doing any work at all. This genie can 
never go back to the bottle." Mr Wolfowitz is expected to come under further pressure after the newspaper 
reported that an investigation by the Pentagon's inspector-general had found Mr Wolfowitz personally 
recommended that Ms Riza be awarded a contract for travel to Iraq in 2003 to advise on setting up a new 
government.  
 
The inquiry, as described by a senior Pentagon official, concluded there was no wrongdoing in Mr Wolfowitz's 
role in the hiring of Ms Riza by the Science Applications International Corporation, a Pentagon contractor, 
because Ms Riza had the expertise to advise on the role of women in Islamic countries. Publicly, the White 
House continued to give him support yesterday. Mr Bush's spokeswoman, Dana Perino, said the bank board 
should be allowed to complete its inquiry. "The President has confidence in Paul Wolfowitz," she said. The global 
bank appears to be in turmoil. Graeme Wheeler, one of Mr Wolfowitz's two deputies, has called for him to resign. 
But Mr Wolfowitz, who has said he made a mistake and has apologised, repeated to officials yesterday that he 
had no intention of stepping down.  
 
Mr Ghani was special adviser to the World Bank between 1991 and 2002. After the overthrow of the Taliban, he 
was Afghan finance minister for two years, carrying out extensive reforms, including issuing a new currency, 
balancing the budget and overhauling the Treasury's systems. Currently Chancellor of Kabul University, he was a 
candidate to replace Kofi Annan as UN secretary-general last year but lost out to Ban Ki-moon, of South Korea. 
Mr Ghani was described then as someone with a strong record as an administrator. As well as the first non-
American chief of the World Bank, he would also be the first Muslim in the job. 

 
 

US' LEGISLATORS DISCUSS AFGHANISTAN'S EDUCATION SYSTEM  

An influential Congressional caucus on Human Rights held a special hearing on educational system on 
Afghanistan. Headed by two powerful Congressmen, Tom Lantos and Frank Wolf, the Congressional Human 
Rights Caucus during its one of its hearing analyzed the educational needs in Afghanistan and discussed ways 
and means to remove the obstacles. During the one-and-half hour hearing, the invited experts shared their views 
on the education system of Afghanistan, how civil war has affected it and how much progress has been made in 
the post-Taliban era.  
 
Prominent among them were Edna Mitchell, Emeritus Professor of Education, Mills College, Oakland; Hali Jilani, 
director, Institute of Cultural Intelligence; Richard Navarro, Professor of Education, California State Polytechnic 
University; Nuran Kolan, senior advisor, Office of the President, Creative Associates International; and Carol Ruth 
Silver, project director, Master Teachers by Satellite for Afghanistan. During the briefing, the Congressmen said 
though considerable progress had been made in post-Taliban era as a significantly large number of students 
have starting going to schools, a lot needed to be done. Literacy rate still remains as low as 43 per cent among 
men and 14 per cent among women. Lantos, who has always shown special interest in Afghanistan, expressed 
concern over the increasing incidents of violence affecting the education system. Not only the schools have been 
damaged, but teachers receive threats and students are being kidnapped outside schools. 

 
 

IRAN  HELPS AFG  WITH STA TISTICS PROJECT SERVICE  

TEHRAN, Apr.16 (ISNA)-The Statistics Center of Iran (SCI) holds training workshops for Afghan 
statisticians dubbed as "Studying Statistic Maps". (Apr.14-18) The event is in line with the joint 
statistics projects with Afghanistan and aims at increasing technical ability of Afghan statisticians in 
studying statistic maps. Transferring successful experiences of general census and other population 
related facts are also studied in the workshop. 
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KABUL ABUZZ W ITH SOUND OF EARNING  

Afghans are jockeying to get ahead in the city now flush with cash from U.S. soldiers, officials, drug traffickers 
and others.  Listen long enough on the streets of this dusty, bustling city and the whir of generators, the cry of 
hawkers, and the jingle of cellphones blend together into one constant hum. It's the sound of Afghans trying to 
make money. The swirl of activity starts before dawn and lasts until dusk, interrupted only by the blast from an 
occasional bombing. Five and a half years after the U.S.-led war toppled the Taliban government, and two years 
after historic parliamentary elections, the sense of euphoria has worn off, replaced by the daily struggle to make 
ends meet. As a competitive economy awakens in one of the world's poorest countries, the residents of Kabul are 
jockeying to get ahead in a city flush with cash from U.S. soldiers, foreign aid workers, new investors and drug 
traffickers.  

Some have already made fortunes catering to the desires of this nation of 31 million people. Ehsanullah Bayat, a 
U.S.-trained Afghan engineer, is one of the nation's richest men after starting the first cell-phone company in 
Kabul in 2001, along with a radio and TV station. The inventors of Super Cola, a local soda, hold their own 
against Coke. But most Afghans seek a far more modest ladder of success. "For those people who have a job, 
like a shop, or who have a small amount of capital, things are good and getting better," said Mohammad Nadir, 
who sells homemade yogurt and other groceries at a shop. "But the poor stay poor. The government is not able 
to help them." Costs have skyrocketed, Nadir said. During the Taliban years, his family paid $5 in monthly rent for 
the shop. Now they pay $200. That leaves about $500 per month in profit. "Good money," he said. But he'd like to 
make more.  

Kabul is teeming with people who are desperately trying to earn more, no matter what their current salary is. The 
crowd of unemployed graduates from University of Kabul clamors for jobs in the civil service; civil servants seek 
higher-paying work with foreign nongovernmental groups, while many employees at those organizations have 
their eyes on better-paid positions with the United Nations. Ashraf Ghani, who was finance minister from 2002 to 
2004, said the arrival of foreign aid organizations spurred an unhealthy hunger for higher pay. "People in the end 
of 2001 were willing to work for $50 per month and put in 16 hours a day because they believed in the country," 
he said. Now, he says, few people want to work for what the government pays. Raising wages for government 
workers has become a favorite topic in Parliament, where members recently rejected President Hamid Karzai's 
proposed budget because members said not enough money was being spent on salaries in remote provinces. A 
commission has been formed that hopes to increase the pay of Afghanistan's 300,000 civil servants, about 
80,000 of whom are low-level workers such as cooks and drivers who earn less than $30 per month.  

The Afghan National Army has also sought to increase wages for new recruits from $70 to about $100 per month. 
Some analysts see the effort as an attempt to compete with the Taliban, which is believed to be offering twice as 
much to its recruits. Even the Afghan government is jockeying for more direct international assistance from 
donors, who send the lion's share of foreign assistance through aid organizations, partly out of fear of high-level 
corruption. Unlike Britain, which has begun to give most of its assistance directly to the Afghan government, the 
United States continues to spend its aid on hiring U.S. contractors who provide technical assistance to 
Afghanistan's government and army, and who build roads, schools, and other infrastructure. State Department 
officials say the U.S. government has spent more than $2.5 billion annually in aid to Afghanistan, making it the 
largest donor. Everywhere in the capital, people talk of money. They routinely query one another about their 
salaries. The cost of land seems to be on the tip of every businessman's tongue.  

Bank accounts have become fashionable. In the center of town, large crowds form outside Aziz Bank, where the 
walls are lined with the names of new customers who won a $100 lottery prize, a new concept in post-Taliban 
Afghanistan. There is also talk about what money can buy nowadays: a driver's license without an examination; 
release from jail without a trial; flattering coverage on state-run television. According to a study released last 
month by Integrity Watch Afghanistan, a government watchdog group, most Afghans believe that government 
corruption is widespread. Half of the 1,250 Afghans who were polled reported paying a bribe last year. That is the 
system that Abdul Hamid, a 70-year-old former government worker, describes from his perch on the bench at his 
friend's shop in Kabul's Shar-e-Naw neighborhood. If only he had $2,000 or $3,000, he declared, he would buy 
his wife a promotion at the Ministry of Information and Culture. "She now works in the lowest rank, because we 
don't have any money for bribes and we don't know anyone at the top," he said. No matter that $3,000 is far more 
than she could earn in a year at the new post, he said. But once she got the appointment she would recoup her 
investment by collecting bribes herself.  
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AN  INITIATIVE FOR CHANGE IN AFGHAN ORPHANAGES  

My name is Marnie Gustavson, and I am the executive director of PARSA, a small international NGO 
headquartered in Kabul. I and my staff have been working intensively in Alluhoddin Orphanage for the last six 
months-conducting an afternoon program for children who need intensive care-from medical attention to 
psychosocial therapy. Over the course of the six months my staff have brought me disturbing reports about the 
management of the orphanage, abuse, neglect and practices that could indicate deeper problems. Last fall, my 
colleague, Mahbouba Seraj and I, began an effort to bring these reports to the attention of the Ministry and to 
government officials. In our attempt to bring about change we repeatedly met people who knew about the 
problems but felt helpless to do anything about it-including a donor who has put over $20K into repairs, and 
parliamentarians who have brought the problems to the minister.  
 
This winter the difficulties for the children were acute. Mahbouba managed to secure the attention of vice 
president, Dr. Khalily, and accompanied him on a surprise visit to the orphanage a month ago- where he 
discovered no staff present other than door guards at 9am in the morning. He, again promised change. We have 
not heard from him since that time-and although there are superficial changes, my staff is now being harrassed 
by the management at the orphanage-as we have been identified as the whistle blowers. I approached the US 
Embassy this week, and the Human Rights Office, has heard of other complaints about orphanages that are 
government run-and they have agreed to work with me to bring pressure on the government to bring about 
change. I would like to invite other interested parties to meet with us this week and to join with us to do so.  

I want to establish my intent as far as this action goes. Social Welfare programs for children are problematic in all 
parts of the world. I have worked with them for 15 year in the US and encountered gross abuses there as well. 
This is not a problem specific to Afghanistan. Raising public cry about child abuse can initiate short term 
changes- and create a degree of hysteria and knee jerk responses but I have not seen that it provides long term 
change very often. Our children around the world are still terribly vulnerable for all the outcry about it. I am very 
clear that Afghan's do not want their orphans in this environment-but reconstruction being where it is-there is a 
certain resignation about being able to change it.  

In this initiative I would like the international community to to promote a program of capacity building-teaching the 
government systems of intervention that are democratic and that honor the rights of the government workers-as 
well as the children. Removing certain individuals from their posts, however much I would like to, will not create 
any long term change. Having the government take on a program of democratic intervention will. Supporting them 
in creating this protocol will start to by pass the current political considerations clearly in place. I am interested in 
this effort addressing all government run institutions that care for children in this country. I would deeply 
appreciate assistance from experts in this type of policy setting and intervention.  

As an international community we need to have no tolerance for institutionalized abuse and neglect of children. I 
am not sure how this will play out but I am dedicated to seeing this through until the Afghan authorities involved 
join us in this commitment. We need to establish a baseline for the children's care and be very loud and insistent 
about the accomplishment of that. Our first strategic meeting for this inititative will be in PARSA offices-10am on 
Tuesday. Please let me know if you would like to join us and I will send a map. Marnie Gustavson is PARSA's 
Executive Director in Afghanistan( mgustav@afghanistan-parsa.org). On the Web: www.afghanistan-parsa.org 

 
 

TALIBAN BLAMED FOR 'DEADLY PHONE VIRUS' RUMOUR  

Afghan authorities on Monday blamed Taliban militants for spreading a rumour that a deadly virus is being 
transmitted via mobile telephones. The rumour, which raced like wildfire late Sunday among the country's 
estimated two million cellphone users, said that anyone answering calls from certain numbers or codes would 
contract a fatal disease. I find it necessary to assure the people that the rumour spreading around the city is 
absolute nonsense -- it's baseless," interior ministry spokesman Zemarai Bashary told a news conference. "It's 
the work of the enemy," said Bashary, using the government's usual term for Islamist insurgents led by the 
Taliban, adding that they were trying to cause panic in the war-weary nation.  

"There are some numbers which contain the virus. As soon as you answer your phone blood comes out of your 
mouth, nose and ears and you die," said Kabul resident Mohammad Akter, who said he was told about the virus 
by a friend. With more than 70 percent of Afghanistan's people receiving little or no education, rumours and 
superstitions have been used previously as political and military tools. False claims that the Taliban were 
equipped with special weapons which made their opponents start laughing and drop their weapons spread fast in 
the early 1990s. The interior ministry said it was investigating the source of the latest story. Officials in 
neighbouring Pakistan moved to calm similar fears in their own country last week. State media quoted the head 
of the Pakistan Telecommunication Authority as saying on Saturday that it was "scientifically and technically" not 
possible to transmit a virus to humans from a mobile.  

http://www.afghanistan-parsa.org/
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PARLIAMENTARY SYSTEM HARMFUL FOR COUNTRY: ANALYSTS  

Analysts believe that parliamentary system, as demanded by leaders of the newly-formed Afghanistan National 
Front, is not viable in the current situation and may drop the country into serious political crisis if implemented. 
The Afghanistan National Front was established by former jihadi and senior officials of the then communist 
regime on April 3 in Kabul. The manifesto of the party included points like change in the system of governance, 
and election for governors instead of the existing way of nominations. The front leaders believe the changes will 
prove helpful for the country and the people, but parliamentarian and political expert Kabir Ranjbar said they were 
carrying forward their personal agenda. In a chat with Pajhwok Afghan News, Ranjbar said: "I'm not opposing the 
system, but in current situation, where weapons have not been collected, implementation of such a system will 
empower the armed men and they will grab the posts of governors." 
 
Ranjbar believes implementation of the system in the existing circumstance will bifurcate the country. He says it 
has also been hot issue in the past, but got cold with the ratification of the Constitution. The existing discords 
between provinces, even districts, will lead them to tussle and they will seek independence, said Ranjbar. 
Ranjbar believes that the National Front is a temporary alliance and leaders had come closer to save their 
interests. They would part their ways as soon as their interests get out of the way. Qasim Akhgar, political 
annalist and expert, said the presidential system was the best system for the country in the current situation. 
Demand regarding changes in the existing system by leaders of the National Front was reflective of their personal 
ambitions. He told Pajhwok the front leaders wanted to get amnesty for themselves by demanding the 
parliamentary system or election of governors.  
He said that leaders of the National Front wanted to take the executive power in their hands and save themselves 
from standing trial on charges of human rights violations.   
 
According to Akhgar, foreign interference was still involved in the country and each player wanted to exploit the 
situation by pushing forward their agency and security their interests. He said the main threat was that cold war 
had not yet finished in Afghanistan. Formation of the front will further accelerate the ongoing cold war in the 
country. Partao Nadiri, writer and expert, says formation of parties or political alliances is the political right of all. 
But the demands of the National Front are justifiable in the current situation. He described the presidential system 
as the best system for the country. At the same time, he stressed the need for creation of seat of the prime 
minister. To a question about interference by neighbouring countries in case of any change in the system of 
governance, he said coming into power of a particular group would pave way for more interference by the 
neighbours. He said the existing policies and the operations being carried out by foreign forces without consulting 
the government, meant that the government was depending on foreign countries. At the same time, he said 
respectable people were leading the front and leveling allegations against them without any proof was not good. 
He said the parliamentary system was not harmful for the country. He also rejected the notion that it would 
dismember the country and divide the society.  
 
He was also not opposed to the election of governors. People should elect the head of their province so as to 
avoid sending governor of one province to another by the presidents, he argued. Paghar Noorani, political 
annalist, was not hopeful about the future of the National Front and its leadership. He said leaders of the front 
were in government in the past and people had seen their rule. Now they can not get people's support on their 
side. Noorani said they had come together because of their joint interest. And that they had no special agency for 
the government or the people. Mustafa Kazimi, spokesman for the National Front, rejected the objections raised 
against the party and its leaders. He said the front was the single platform for several nationalities which showed 
that Afghans could stay together. Kazimi added that a number of people were talking about the front but they 
would pay heed to genuine voices only. He said the parliamentary system could bring reforms in the country. 
Kazimi said election of governors would help bring efficient people and would help improve the situation. He said 

the party had come into being with the support of the people of Afghanistan. 

 
NEW US ENVOY MEETS KARZAI  

The new US ambassador to Afghanistan William Braucher Wood formally resumed his job in Kabul on Monday. 
Presidential spokesman Karim Rahimi said the envoy met President Hamid Karzai and presented his credentials 
to him. In a statement, the new US ambassador expressed happiness over his diplomatic job in Afghanistan. In 
his first meeting with President Karzai, the US envoy said they had touched on many aspects of relationship 
between the United States and Afghanistan. "I look forward to continued partnership with the government of 
Afghanistan, the Afghan people and our international colleagues," said the envoy.  
 
Before his appointment as ambassador to Afghanistan, Wood was US ambassador to Columbia from 2003 to 
2007. From 1992 to 2002, he remained at the positions of principal deputy assistant secretary of state and acting 
assistant secretary of state in the bureau of international organisation affairs, with responsibility for all aspects of 
US foreign policy at the United Nations and a number of other multilateral organisations. He received his 
Bachelor of Arts degree in Philosophy from Bucknell University in 1973 and his Master of Business Administration 
degree, with specialisation in international finance, from the George Washington University in 1975. 
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UMASS PROFESSOR CHARTS PRO GRESS IN AFGHANISTAN  

UMass Dartmouth history professor Dr. Brian Glyn Williams is in Kabul on his third visit to war-torn Afghanistan 
since 2001, and this time he is sharing what he sees and learns with SouthCoast readers. After a brief delay, Dr. 
Williams, accompanied once again by his Turkish-born wife Feyza, arrived in Kabul last week and found the 
capital city changed from what he recalled from just two years ago. "As we made our way through the city in our 
Japanese SUV, I even sensed tremendous transformations in Kabul since my last visit here in the summer of 
2005," he wrote. "Several modern steel and glass buildings had gone up downtown, every street corner seemed 
to have a 'Roshan' cell phone shop, and many young men were wearing trendy Western fashions that would 
have gotten them beaten with iron cables during the Taliban period. "And most importantly, among the ghost-like 
forms of women clad in blue burqas, I saw hordes of young women out and about wearing only head scarves. 
Amazingly, many of these women were wearing makeup and fashionable clothing. Many were frankly stunning."  

But that first impression of normalcy soon began fading as signs of war became evident, his driver taking the 
foreigners on a tour of the car-bombing sites in the city. "For all the outward signs of progress and security," wrote 
Dr. Williams, there was little the pro-American Karzai government could do to keep fanatical Taliban suicide 
bombers from infiltrating the city and wreaking havoc. "Ironically, since our last visit, Operation Iraqi Freedom had 
spawned a virulent form of suicide bombing in Iraq that appeared to have inspired the fanatical Taliban guerrillas. 
What had begun as a trickle of bombings during our last visit had become a full-fledged campaign, and by 2006, 
Afghanistan's fragile progress appeared to have been jeopardized by events in distant Iraq. "Reflecting on the 
hatred that would drive someone to walk into this city that was fighting so hard to rebuild itself and transform his 
own body into so many pieces of bone-shrapnel, I was grateful to arrive safely at our compound in a Kabul 
suburb. It was now time to begin our exploration of Afghanistan's capital. "But as we eagerly set out to do so, I 
must confess that both Feyza and myself felt the shadow of lurking suicide bombers hanging over us," he wrote.  

Dr. Williams, an expert on the nomadic tribes of Asia, is on a one-year sabbatical from his teaching duties at 
UMass Dartmouth for this extended trip to the Middle East. In past trips, he has ventured to the north of the 
country ? alone on the first trip ? to arrive without warning on the doorstep of warlord Gen. Abdul Rashid Dostum, 
who received U.S. support when he routed the Taliban in the 2001 war. Dr. Williams and his wife were guests of 
Gen. Dostum on the second tour in 2005; by this time the general was acting in an official capacity as an officer 
of the Karzai government.  

The itinerary this time has not been disclosed by Dr. Williams, but he has written that he is expecting to be in 
contact with high-ranking government officials and will relay much of what he learns in his blog. After past trips, 
Dr. Williams was invited to speak to high-level government groups in the United States and Great Britain along 
with academic gatherings. He has written extensively on the subject of modern terrorism, including newsletters 
that receive worldwide circulation. The postings have already begun at SouthCoastToday.com and include 
several photographs that will be followed by many more in the weeks to come. The Standard-Times Web hopes 
to arrange for readers to exchange questions and answers with Dr. Williams in the weeks to come.  

 
 

STEWART OF AFGHANISTAN  

When posted to Kabul, most people dress like they're on a mountaineering expedition. Rory Stewart, on the other 
hand, gets fitted out on Savile Row. Settling into a tattered armchair in the Afghan capital's Gandamak 
bar?named after the battlefield where British troops were defeated by the Afghans in 1842 during the first Anglo-
Afghan war-the Eton and Oxford alumnus looks and sometimes sounds like an unreconstructed colonial nawab. 
He clasps his hands behind his head, exposing a pair of malachite cufflinks that glitter against gleaming white 
cuffs. "The secret to a good suit," he muses, "is using a heavy wool fabric. It keeps the shape much better." But 
appearances are deceiving. This onetime deputy governor of an Iraqi province and two-time author isn't garbed 
as a City banker in order to project upper-class Britishness, but, he says, "to show respect" to Afghans. In 
Stewart's latest incarnation, as President Hamid Karzai's appointed reviver of traditional Afghan architecture and 
crafts, earning the respect of the locals is crucial?especially because the work must take place in a war-ravaged 
country with no real peace on the horizon. How can preservation be achieved amid so much destruction?  

Stewart does it through winning community support. For the past year, he has labored tirelessly to transform the 
Murad Khane slum in Kabul's 200-year-old city center into a heritage district and tourist magnet for Afghans and 
foreigners alike. At first, local reaction was about the same as one would expect if some bowler-hatted Brit 
showed up at a Rio favela and proposed that he help residents spruce the place up. "I told him he would fail," 
says Palawan Aziz, the neighborhood's headman and now the project's strongest supporter. Stewart persevered, 
visiting residents and charming them with courtly Dari and Afghan social graces burnished by his earlier visits to 
the country (his 2002 trek across Afghanistan formed the basis of his best-selling travel memoir The Places In 
Between). His first project was to rid the area of 900 cubic meters of trash?a triumph that earned him much 
gratitude. "We didn't trust him at first," says Aziz. "So many foreigners come in with great promises, and nothing 
ever happens."  
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International missions have indeed promised the world to Afghanistan?from judicial reforms to paved roads. 
These measures, while essential for a country that has been without effective central government for nearly 30 
years, take time, and Afghans first need to see tangible results?like garbage off the streets?before they can have 
faith in higher-minded, longer-term pledges and objectives. Stewart's cleanup of Murad Khane has thus given him 
the license to embark on the cultural projects that are his real passion. He is directing the area's architectural 
restorations, and he has set up the Centre for Traditional Afghan Arts and Architecture to teach craftsmen the 
skills they will need to restore old buildings. The school is based on Prince Charles' School of Traditional Arts in 
London, which so impressed President Karzai on a visit to the British capital that he decided to set up something 
similar in Kabul. Stewart?who while in Iraq had set up a carpentry school and helped refurbish an old bazaar?was 
asked to launch it and arrived in Kabul in 2005.  

Under Stewart's stewardship, the school has become a substantial development program that provides jobs and 
has improved the lives of the 700 residents of Murad Khane. "I wouldn't see the point of teaching this stuff unless 
I thought that it could be a vibrant, living, income-generating project for Afghans," he says. "Because if it was just 
beautiful Afghan tradition, it may as well just sit in a museum." The son of Britain's consul general in Hanoi during 
the Vietnam War, Stewart grew up in Hong Kong, Malaysia and Scotland before joining the Foreign Office himself 
and serving in Indonesia and Montenegro. In 2000, he took two years off to walk 9,600 km across Iran, 
Afghanistan, Pakistan, Nepal and India, seeking to better understand the countries now so important to the West. 
Then, for 11 months he served as deputy governor of a southern Iraqi province under the Coalition Provisional 
Authority?a stint that yielded the searingly honest The Prince of the Marshes: And Other Occupational Hazards of 
a Year in Iraq.  

At 33, Stewart sometimes wears his age awkwardly. He often grabs unsuspecting friends for a dramatic tango 
across barroom floors. And, like a boyish backpacker, he worries that a long-anticipated camel trek across 
Afghanistan may seem irresponsible now that he needs to knuckle down to his job (which involves, among other 
things, raising $45 million to endow his ngo for preserving Afghanistan's heritage, the Turquoise Mountain 
Foundation). But when it comes to describing the project that so impassions him, he's all statesman: "This is a 
development project that says 'we respect your traditional culture, and we are going to put our resources and our 
technology and our knowledge toward supporting it,' as opposed to a development project which says 'we don't 
like your traditional culture and we want to change it.' That's not the way you are going to win Afghans over." And 
that's hardly the voice of an old-school colonial, whatever impression those Savile Row suits may give you.  

 
 

BAMIYAN TO KABUL  

In the little Afghan mountain town of Bamiyan, they have high hopes for tourism. Though the famous, giant stone 
Buddha statues that welcomed visitors for over 1,800 years were destroyed by the Taliban, there's still much to 
see ? beautiful cave murals, magnificent mountain views and a very pleasant street bazaar. As I wrote in my last 
post, Bamiyan may also have the distinction of being the safest place in Afghanistan. Don't let the problems in 
far-away Kandahar to the south deter you, the locals told me. "We want Western and Asian tourists to come 
back." Indeed, for decades before the Soviet invasion there were plenty of tourists in Bamiyan. One hotel owner 
recalled that in the 1970s tens of thousands of people were drawn every summer to the area's Buddhist culture 
and used to pitch tents at the foot of the giant statues. We were also told that there were more than 30 hotels in 
the tiny town to cater to the many buses that brought foreigners in.  
 
Now, it's hard to imagine a bus even making it to Bamiyan. It's roughly 170 kilometres by road between the 
capital Kabul and the former tourist town. Cameraman Pascal Leblond and I, along with our Afghan translator, 
were unable to get a flight out of Bamiyan and so we were forced to do the drive ourselves. The route had only 
just reopened the day before because of an avalanche and flooding, so we were relieved it was even an option. 
We were warned, though, that it would be a "rough" eight- to 10-hour trip. "Rough" didn't even begin to describe 
it. For scores of kilometres at a time, the road was little more than donkey path ? no gravel, no road bed ? as it 
hair-pinned its way alongside mountain streams (and often right down the middle of them) reaching its zenith at 
the Shibar Pass, some 3,300 metres above sea level.  
 
We stopped for gas once (it costs roughly 50 cents Canadian a litre) at a mud-brick hut that had a lone pump, 
powered by a generator outside. Passing the rusting hulks of former Soviet tanks on the way, the route became 
much greener as the elevation decreased before the road literally became a river. Our four-by-four made it 
possible to wade through, but only barely. Eight hours of shaking and rattling later and with great thanks to our 
young driver, we made it to Kabul. The scenery was breathtaking and clearly the stuff of great holidays. But not 
before the route from Bamiyan to Kabul gets a new, more vehicle-friendly road. And with all of Afghanistan's other 
problems right now, the many millions (indeed, probably hundreds of millions) that would cost is not on any 
international donor's to-do list. 
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CULTURAL EVENTS 
 

NEW BOOKS ON AFGHANISTAN  

 

HOT STEEL   

Terence White - Author  
Book: Paperback | 210 x 133mm | 304 pages | ISBN 9780143020684 | 01 Sep 2006 | Penguin  
   
Part war correspondent's memoir, part adventure-travel journal, this is the remarkable story of Terence White's 
exploits as a frontline photojournalist and the longest-serving foreign correspondent in Kabul. 
 
Clandestinely visiting Afghanistan during the bloody Soviet occupation, Terence befriended the famous 
mujahideen leader Ahmad Shah Masood. He survived the Afghan jihad only to be seriously wounded by mortar 
shrapnel during factional fighting for Kabul. On 9 September 2001 Masood was assassinated by al-Qaida. The 
author, who had been expelled by the Taliban, returned to Afghanistan to cover the post 9/11 invasion by the 
United States - and to find the female surgeon who saved his life. 
 
In doing so Terence White came to understand his own infatuation with 'hot steel' and learned to abandon his 
Afghan alter-ego for the sake of his family. 

 

THE SLEEPING BUDDHA  

Canadian journalist Hamida Ghafour was two years old when the Russians invaded Afghanistan. Her 
family, like millions of other refugees, fled shortly after, settling in Toronto in 1981. After working as a 
journalist in Canada, Ghafour moved to London in September 2001. She was then posted to Kabul 
where she covered events for the Globe and Mail and the Los Angeles Times. It was in Afghanistan 
that she began work on The Sleeping Buddha, which uncovers both the terrible human cost of war and 
the story of her own family, whose lineage stretches back to the 1500s. The Sleeping Buddha tells of 
the enduring strength of spirit of those who have weathered Afghanistanôs extraordinary upheavals. 
And, in the story of Hamidaôs familyôs past is the search for the nationôs future.  
 

GOOD MORNING AFGHANISTAN  

Following the events of 9/11 Waseem Mahmood helped to set up and operate Afghanistan's first free 
radio station. Good Morning Afghanistan is the unique account of what Waseem and his colleagues 
achieved in the chaos that followed the overthrow of the Taliban. Gun-toting US marines, roaming 
gangs of Afghan fighters and a total lack of electricity and equipment are just the most immediate 
hurdles facing the intrepid team. This is the story of how a broken nation finds a voice through the 
radio. Over the airwaves a land ravaged by decades of war learns again what it means to live, to be 
happy, to listen to music, to laugh and be joyful at all life's colours.  
 
Good Morning AFG is a fast-paced mix of humour, bathos and heartbreak that breathes life into the dry 
news bulletins that accompanied the fall of the Taliban regime. The reader is assaulted with the sights, 
sounds and above all the smells of downtown Kabul in the months that followed the US invasion. 

 
 

GOETHE INSTITUT AFGHANISTAN  

Weekly shown films at the Goethe-Institut Kabul 
Time:  every Saturday evening at 6:30 p.m.  
Location:  Goethe-Institut Kabul 

Shahmahmood Watt (in opposite of the Chinese Embassy), Wazir Akbar 
Khan, Kabul 

For further informations please contact:  
Mr. Ibrahim Hotak, +93 799 313922  program@kabul.goethe.org 

Parking places are limited available! 
These films are German or Afghan. Some of them have an English subtitle, but not all. 
If you would like to subscribe into our newsletter, please write an email to Mr. Ibrahim Hotak 
program@kabul.goethe.org . 
Short film series ĂGestures of Conciliationò 

mailto:program@kabul.goethe.org
mailto:program@kabul.goethe.org


Whatôs On In Kabul 40/2007                                                                                                                                                       . 13 

Time:      22nd Feb 2007-July 2007,every Thursday 3:00 p.m. 
Location:      Centre Culturel Français (French Cultural Centre) at 

the Lycée Isteqlal in Kabul 
For further informations please contact:     

Mr. Ibrahim Hotak at the Goethe-Institut Kabul  
Mobil: +93 799 313922 program@kabul.goethe.org 

The Goethe-Institut Kabul (German Cultural Centre) and the Centre Culturel Français (French Cultural 
Centre) started already successfully a cooperative short film series names ñShort and Goodò in 2006. 
Afghan, German and French short films were shown last year. The broadcast produced a big interest 
by the bystander and the film-makers. 
 
The short film series ñGesutres of Conciliationò is the continuation of the short film series ñShort and 
Goodò. The subject of this short film series is understanding and conciliation. Within this short film serie 
30 German and International short films will be shown at the French Cultural Centre. 

 
PLEASE SEE THE COMPLETE LIST OF THE FILMS AT THE LAST PAGE OF THIS 

NEWSLETTER 
If you would like to subscribe into our newsletter, please write an email to Mr. Ibrahim Hotak 
program@kabul.goethe.org. 

 

 

KABUL UPDATE 
 

WAIS FAIZI MEMORIAL WEBSITE  

A special memorial website has been created for Wais Faizi of the Mustafa Hotel who 
died at the end of December. It can be viewed at www.waisfaizi.org.  
A memorial magazine is also being prepared. 

 
 

ERASMUS MUNDUS  SCHOLARSHIPS FOR MASTERS DEGREE IN EUROPE  

Kabul, 15 April 2006 / 26 Hamal 1386 
The European Commission warmly encourages Afghan graduates to apply for scholarships to earn their Master's 
degree in Europe within the Erasmus Mundus programme. Funded by the European Commission, Erasmus 
Mundus is a co-operation and mobility programme in the field of higher education. Erasmus Mundus provides full 
scholarships for brilliant students from all over the world to study in Europe. The programme supports European 
Masters Courses where a consortium of at least three universities in different European countries cooperate and 
join their expertise to offer top-quality studying and research programmes. 

How can students enrol in an Erasmus Mundus Masters Course and apply for a Scholarship?European and third-
country graduate students having completed their undergraduate studies and successfully obtained a first degree 
awarded by a higher education institution anywhere in the world can enrol in an Erasmus Mundus Masters 
Course. The application process is decentralized and managed by the individual university Consortia offering an 
Erasmus Mundus Masters course. Deadlines for applications vary from one university to the other, but generally 
are concentrated in May. 

European and third-country students who wish to follow an Erasmus Mundus Masters Course (with or without a 
scholarship) must apply directly to the selected Erasmus Mundus Masters consortium offering the Course in 

question following the guidelines below: 

Á Go to the Erasmus Mundus website at: 

http://ec.europa.eu/education/programmes/mundus/index_en.html  

Á Find the academic discipline of their interest and click on it. A list of Erasmus Mundus academic Courses 

throughout Europe will appear. 

mailto:program@kabul.goethe.org
mailto:program@kabul.goethe.org
http://www.waisfaizi.org/
http://ec.europa.eu/education/programmes/mundus/index_en.html
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Á When clicking on the title of the Course, a full description of the Course including the Course's website 
appears. Each Course has its own website where each consortium provides information about the 
specific application requirements, application forms and deadlines. 

Á Students and scholars should ensure that they read the application and admission conditions of the 
Course of their choice carefully. All they have to do then is apply to the respective Course.  

Á There are no common application forms or common deadlines to all the Erasmus Mundus Masters 
Courses. Students and scholars must apply directly to the selected Erasmus Mundus Master Consortium 
offering the Course in question using the application system provided for by the Erasmus Mundus 
Masters consortium (as from the academic year 2008-2009 the maximum number of courses students 
can apply for is 3). Applications submitted to other agencies or institutions are not receivable. 

Á While enrolling for an Erasmus Mundus Masters Course, students/scholars can at the same time apply 
for a Scholarship. Erasmus Mundus scholarships cover all costs: tuition, board, room, travel to/from the 

home country and between different campuses in Europe. 

For Further Information please contact: 
Mario Ragazzi, EC Kabul Press Officer, mario.ragazzi@ec.europa.eu , Mobile +93 798 29 74 59 

 

SAFETY -LINK AFGHANISTAN  

The one stop shop for all your needs in Safety, Health, Disaster Risk Reduction 
Environmental Management and Human Resources Development. 

 
¶ Safety Engineers and Safety Systems Installations Specialists, 

¶ Road & Transport Safety Management Consultants 

¶ Risk and Vulnerability Assessors,  Environmental  Management  Experts 

¶ Occupational Health & Safety Specialists. Safety Signage Manufacturers. 

¶ Suppliers and Maintenance Service providers for Fire equipment and systems .EN, 

BS, NFPA Certified Products and Services. 

¶ Trainers in a wide range of Management Development Programs. 

ñProtect your investment; use certified products and professional servicesò 

Safety House: 221  
Karte E See 3, District 6, Street G, Pul -  E Surkh  

Opposite HAFO -  Helping Afghan Farmers Org.  

Tel: +93 (0)797 1 62482, +93 (0) 798 258621  

 Email : Safetylink@gmail.com  

 

 

mailto:mario.ragazzi@ec.europa.eu
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CHELSEA SUPERMARKET  

Chelsea super market is your ideal place for shopping. We have a variety of quality products imported 

directly from Dubai. You can find all your specialty foods,  kitchen items, groceries, and personal 

hygiene products. We are located in Shari now near flower & Chicken Street. Phone:020-2200991, 

070274904, 070-228660. 

PHYSIOTHERAPY  HOME VISIT IN KABUL  

Physiotherapist M-Tariq Iqbal with BSC(4years) University degree in physiotherapy from Iran medical 
university Tehran Providing home visit physiotherapy services for expatriate community in Kabul since 
the year 2003. 
The following treatments are: 

Upper/mid back pains 
Neck pains, Tensions 
Massage 
Disc problems 
Arms/legs symptoms 
Athletic injuries 
Physical fitness trainer 
Muscle spasms 
Contact mobile: 070288351 
Emails:ahi_iqbal@yahoo.com    physiomti@gmail.com 

 

mailto:physiomti@gmail.com
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ROYA MATTRESS  

Roya Mattress in Kabul  is pleased to inform you that we have got  new shipments of Woolen Blankets, 
Comforters (Goose Feather fill in) Pillows, Bed Sets.Single and Double wooden beds ,Sleeping Bags and 
more.. Our products comes  from famous companies/brands and are of European Standards and 
our Showroom is very easy to locate next to Dutch Embassy in Share Now. 
 
Please contact us by email if you are looking for quantity purchases  or hard to find Items & sizes of 
Bedroom Furniture's through our email : mailto:kabulmattress@gmail.com and we will share  additional 
information or visit our Store/Showroom in Kabul Share Now Opp. UN Guesthouse and in Herat in Kabul 
Bank Building. We are also planning to open a new branch in Mazare city soon. 
 
Please share this anouncement with Friends new in Kabul or have planned  to visit Kabul to make their stay 
more comfortable. Roya Mattress Kabul contacts, Phone:  70-283 856 and 020 200 1656 or please contact 
us through above email links. 

 

 

     

mailto:kabulmattress@gmail.com
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LOOKING FOR A FOUR -LEGGED FRIEND IN TIGGER HOUSE?  

 

 

ADOPT A FOUR-LEGGED FRIEND TODAY ---- We have healthy, vaccinated, friendly local cats, 

dogs, kittens and puppies available at no charge to good homes. We also accept any cat or dog, rescued 

or owned, for shelter, care and medical treatment. If you call us, we will pick up the animal where 

you are or where you have found it. We provide all vaccinations, deworming, neutering of males, and 

basic medical treatment for injuries or disease. We are also able to arrange spaying of females. We 

can help arrange to ship your pet or rescued animal to the US or Europe. Visitors are welcome any day. 

Please call us at Tigger House any time at 070 230 482 / 070276658. 
 

 

 


